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THE PRESIDENT took the Chair at

4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by the COLOIA- SPORE-

TAfl, leave of absence for one month
was granted to the Hon. IM. L2. Moss on
the ground of urgent private business.

UNIVERSITY ENDOWMENT BILL.
Introduced by the COLONIAL SECRE-

TARY, and read a first time.

MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT APPLICA-
TION BILL.

Introduced by the COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY, and read a first time.

PEARLSHELL FISHERY ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Assembly.

TRANS-AUSTRA LIAN RAILWAY
ENABLING BILL.
SECOND READING.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. W. Kingsmill) : In moving the
second reading of this Bill, one is dealing
with a question whose importance to this
State for the last two years has rendered
the subject almost a household word. It
is difficult indeed to find anything new
to say on a subject which has engrossed
for so long a time the attention of all
persons having the welfare, prosper-ity,
atid progress of this State at heart.
Again, with regard to the Bill itself it is
not often we find a measure which con-
tains in itself, as part of itself such an
exposition of the reasons which have led
to its introduction. Members who have
read the preamble to this Bill will have
seen that it is concise and clear in form,

which I think must appeal to them, con-
taining the reasons, looked at from every
point of view, that have actuated the
Government in bringing down the
measure. I say that the reasons given in
the preamble are those which appeal to
the reader fromt a federal point of view.
That there are other reasons I think
nobody can gainsay. There are reasons
which appeal to us, not in the wider
sense as citizens of the Australian Com-
monwealthl, but ini the somewhat narrower
and more restricted sense as citizens of
the State of Western Australia. I do
not think even the opponents of this
Bill, if there are any in this Chamber,
will gainsay for a moment that a Trans-
Australian'Railway can have anythling
but the best of effects upon the pros-
perity of this State. In the first place,
the reports which have been furnished to
the Government on the country through
which the proposed railway will run
show that there is a very large amount
of pastoral country, described as being
really first-class land, which will be
opened up) and its settlement rendered
possible by the construction of this line.
Again, and this is far more important, I
do not. think that anybody can gainsay
that an influx of population and the
better acquaintance with the resources
and inhabitants of Western Australia
which must ensue on the completion
of a line such as this, will have a
splendid effect upon the prosperity' of
our State. We have suffered for many
years past from the effects of isola-

to.it is not good for a man to live
alone, and if it is bad for a man to
live alone, it is much worse for the
multiplication of men, the population
of a State; it is not good for a State to
occupy that unenviable position of
aloofness which Western Australia has
occupied in the past, and from which she
is now Slowly recovering. I think I
repeat the tho~ughts of all those who have
seen much of our State, when I say that
all we want to attract population is to be
known. We have had very many in-
stances of that lately, and I think perhaps
the best instance. has been the effect. the
Federal visit paid here in January last
has already had. Anybody who spoke
to those gentlemen who came here for the
first time could not but be struck, in the
first place, with tbe lack of knowledge
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they possessed with regard to the re-
sources and prosperity of Western Aus-
tralia., and, in the second place, with the
agreeable surprise which those resources
and which our forward state of develop-
ment created in their minds. How much
greater then will the advantage be to us
when, instead of having to brave the
journey by sea (and sea journeys are, by
the majority of people, things that have
to be braved), at any of the stations
from Brisbane to Adelaide it will be
possible for our neighbours to get aboard
a comfortable train and travel in comfort
and speed to this land P I feel certain
that, with the influence it must bave on
our industries, the most permanent and
one of the most important of our
industries, that of land settlement, can-
not but be extremely profitable to us.
With regard to the subject we are dealing
with, members are aware, I presume, of
the history of this project. There is not,
then, very, much need for me to touch
upon it at length. Let it suffice. to say
that Western Australia has, from the time
the project was first mentioned, been
ever ready to take her part of the burden
upon her own shoulders, and to do what-
ever it was possible to do towards making
this railway an accomplished fact. The
first important step that was taken, per-
haps the first practical step, was about
two and a half or three years ago when
it was decided to make the flying survey,
which was completed, if r remember
rightly, about Jast May two years. That
flying survey is, I think, one of the corn-
pletest of the kind made in Australia,
and it rendered invaluable data for the
report which followed it, about the
prospects both from the enagineering
point of view and front the point of view
of the ultimate success or otherwise of
the railway as regards finances. Touch-
ing on the report whic~h is formulated
from the data obtained from that survey,
I cannot but think it is a. great tribute
to the memiory of our late Engineer-in-
Chief that, upon reconsideration of this
project by all the leading engineers of
Australia: in so many details they should
have been so close, with regard to the
estimated cost of this railway, to the
report which was prepared and laid before
Parliamient by that lamented gentleman.
Now, with regard to the Bill itself I think
members will agree with me that it could

not have been made very much simpler.
What has to be set forth is set forth in a
very few words, and words which are easily
understood. With regard to a point which
has been raised, and which affects Clause
3--the power to take land-it was
suggested that perhaps it would be well
in this Bill to invest the Commonwealth
with the power to acquire private lands
for the purpose of building this line. I
have made inquiry into this, and the
]Premier informs me it would be better
if they acquired that power by their own
legislation. He says the process is

simple, and there could be no difi-
culty about it whatever. I do not pro-
pose, therefore, to amend Clause 3 in
that direction, nor, according to the
advice of the Attorney General, is it
necessary that it should be so amended.
In Clause 4 we have provision made for
the construction by the State of Western
Australia, at a time coincident with the
construction of the Trans-Australian
Railway, of a line of the same gauge and
of the same description, running from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie. I would venture
to say that, whether or not the Trans-
Australian line is built within the five
years which are mentioned in this Bill,
or started within the five years mentioned
in the Bill-it is the wish of the majority
of the inhabitants of Western Australia
that this should be so-there will un-
doubtedly be need before very- long to
improve the transport facilities between
Fremantle and Kalgoorlie, both as regards
their carrying capacity and their rate of
speed. Already we are running between
1Fremantle and Kalgoorlie a service
which I think may be ranked amongst
the fastest Sft. din, gauge services in the
world; but the traffic is constantly over-
taking the facilities, and we shall have to
face the proposition of improving those
facilities before ver 'y many more years
are over our heads; therefore, T think
that it is possible the Government may
have to take seriously into consideration
the question of constructing such a line
even before the inception of the Trans-
Australian Railway. ti'rthermore, the
appearance of this Bill will, I presume,
have a stimulating effect in States other
than this, showing that we are willing to
bear, at all events, some share of this bur-
den, and it will, I feel certain, act and
be regardedl ais a guarantee of good
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faith on the part of Western Australia,
and an indication of a desire to keep
going that system of taking time by the
forelock which has distinguished Western
Australia with regard to this project ever
since it was first introduced. In Clause
6 will be found what I may describe as
the time limit of the operation of this
measure. I am sure that most members
at all events will be with me in wishing
that it will not be necessary for us to
re-enact this measure when the time
mentioned in Clause 6 has expired. I
cannot move the second reading without
putting on record the sense of gratitude
which I think this State owes to its repre-
sentatives in the Federal Parliament for
having worked so long and so arduously
in eudeavouring to make the Trans-Aus-
tralian Railway an accomplished fact.
Principally amongst the efforts put forth
we must recognise those of Sir John
Forrest; and although it may be some-
what out of place as a member of his
Cabinet for me to say so, still I cannot
fa to recognise too the efforts which our
present Premier, both by tongue and
pen, has made on behalf of this Trans-
Australian line.

Honu. J. T. GLOWREY: Why did you
not bring in this Bill earlierP

Tan PRESIDENT: The hon. member
must not speak.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The

Bill was brought in as soon as it was con-
sidered that it would do the greatest
amount of good. Possibly if it had been
brought in last session the effect which
the bringing in would have had might
have worn off by this time. Now I
think is the opportune time for bringing
it in, anad that fact is brought home to the
Government by the communications
which we have received from persons
in the Federal Parliament. It is
necessary that the Bill should be
passed through as quickly as pos-
sible, and I anticipate that if there is
not a very long debate -upon it in this
House it will he possible to pass it
through all its stages to-day. I do not
think I need say any more on the subject,
seeing it has been present in the minds of
memubers for such a length of time.
I have to commend the Bill to the Rouse
as expressing as tersely and as concisely
as possible the objects to be aimed at,

and I have now very much pleasure in
moving that the Bill be read a second
time.

HON. J. MI. DREW (Central): I shall
be much surprised if a measure of this
nature and of such importance is allowed
to pass through this Chiamber with
lightning speed, as the Colonial Secre-
tary contemplates. If there is one
justification for the perpetuation of the
Legislative Council, it is that the Council
exists to check hasty legislation. I have
carefully considered the Bill, and come
to the conclusion, after looking through
other sources of information, that one of
its effects is to pledge the credit of this
State to the extent of two millions. I ask
why should this State undertake such an
obligation ? The Trans-Australian line
is purely a federal matter; it is a matter
of federal concern, and it can be con-
structed by the Federal Government. It
was one of the fair promises made to this
State previous to our entering Federation
that this line should be constructed by
the Federal Government. We had a
promise from the South Australian Pre-
muier that, if we entered Federation, he
woulId allow the line to be constructed
through South Australian territory; but
this promise, like many more I dare say,
remains unfdlfilled, and I think this Bill
has been brought forward by the leaders
of the federal movement, or probably it has
been accepted by the leaders of the federal
movement, in order to cover up the base
perjuries perpetrated during the federal
debate. It is Clause 4 which I object to.
I consider that clause is foolish anld ill-
advised. Why should the Government
of this State at the present period make
any guarantee in this directionP Another
thing is that the Colonial Treasurer has
not informed us hov. he is going to
finance this scheme. Where is he going
to get the moneyP I think it is the duty
of the Government, the duty of the
leader of this House, to give informa-
tion on a matter of this kind before
initroducing legislation which involves the
country in such a heavy liability. It
has been stated that this railway is
needed for the defence of the Common-
wealth. That is a6 national matter, and
if it is needed for the defence of the
Commonwealth, the Commonwealth Par-
liament should construct the line from
end to end, There are many other neces-
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sary works which should be undertaken
by the Government of this State before
they shoulder such a heavy burden as the
construction of a broad-gauge railway
from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie. There
are, for instance, the Port Hedland to
Marble Bar Railway, the Mount Magnet
to Lawlers Railway, the Leonora exten-
sion, the purchase, of the Midland. con-
cession, the Collie to Pingelly Railway,
and the dock at Fremantle. ALl these
are matters of far more importance than
the one under review, especiall-y when we
have the right to demand from the Fede-
ral Government the construction of this
line solely at their own expense. As
regards the alteration of the present
gauge, this will be a very serious matter
to the people of the country. What will
it mean? It will mnean that the people
of the South and the people of the North
who wish to send produce to the Kal-
goorlie gold~fields wifl be severely penal-
ised. The stuff will have to come to
Perth or Midland Junction, and be put
on the Kalgoorlie train. This means a.
heavy charge on the producer, and I
think the people of the country districts
will protest against an alteration of the
gauge On those grounds. It will entirely
dislocate our railway system, and I think
the Minister's arguments have not been
of such a nature as to justify it. I do
not think this Bill, if passed in its pre-
sent form, even with at guarantee for the
construction of the line from Fremantle
to Kalgoorlie, will affect the position of
the South Australian Pa) liament. How
can our passing this measure and, our
guaranteeing the construction of a broad.
gauge line from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle
inafluence them ? That argument will not
weigh with them. They will consider
the matter from the point of view of their
own interests. We are offerinig a con-
sideration to the Federal Government for
granting us this Commonwealth line;
but I maintain that this consideration
was given by the people of Western
Auistralia. when they agreed to join the
Federation, and that should he quite
sufficient for the Federal Government.
Why should they require 'is to
come forward and. expend money to
the amount of two millions in helping
on the construction of the federal line?
I do not propose to say more on the
subject, but hope that the measure before

us, and especially Clause 4, will be con-
sideredl as carefully as possible.

[A. pause ensued.]
Hfow. J. W. HACKETT (South-West):

I take it that the fairly obvious reluctance
of the Rouse to continue the debate may
be accepted as evidence of our agreement
with the views put forward by the repre-
sentative of the Government in this
Chamuber, and with the argument by
which he has supported his application
to the House to pass this Bill, and to
pass it as speedily as possible. I do not
intend to inflict my sell at any length on
the House, as the matter has been debated
in public, in our own Parliament ana in
the Federal Parliament, on the platform
and in the Press, almost ad nauseam.
Everything to be said in faivour of the
line has been said, and everything to be
said against it has also been urged.
With what effect? I think we may all
agree that the movement in favour
of the line has been gathering strength
day by day, and hNs now obtained over-

I whelmng proportions, and is simply
blocked by the unhappy view of the
sister State (South Australia) as to the
effect this line may have upon its interests.
In addition to the names the Colonial
Secretary has mentioned, Sir John For-
rest and Mr. James-and I must heartily
agree with what he has said, especially of
what Mr. James has, done, for he is doing
yeoman service in this matter-I think
we should not forget the services of our
own members in the Federal Parliament.

HON. G. RANDELL: Some oF them.
How. J. W. HACKETT:- I do not

think any member for this State has
indirectly opposed the line, so far as I
can gather. They have asserted them-
selves iu the Federal Parliament, and a
number of them are at this moment
touring through South Australia in
order to bring that State to a better
idea of what this railway mieans to it,
and of the imamense service it will
confer on that province. It is almost
impossible to add anything in the least
degree novel to the arguments in favour
of this Bill. I rejoice that the measure
is brought forward. It may be a little
late in the day, as Mr. Glowrey has
pointed out, but I cannot see any good
service that could have been rendered by
an earlier introduction. It is now called
for, and being called for is immediately
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brought before the people of Western
Australia. I cannot say that all are
unanimous on the point, because Mr.
Drew will have a lurking doubt about
the matter; but I think the rest of the
Rouse will agree with the utmost cordi-
ality to send this Bill on its course, as a.
manifest of our belief in the righteous-
ness of our cause. It is evidence that
we intend to keep faith with the obliga-
tions we declared and have been declar-
Ing for two or three years past, that the
State is prepared to assume with regard to
the Trans-Australian Railway; evidence
that we, at all events, 'will in the most
emphatic manner show to the sister State
that the public pledges given by her
public men have sunk deep into the
hearts of the men of this State, and
evidence that, when we received those
assurances and largely because of them,
we accepted incorporation with the Com-
monwealth, and trusted their public men
as honourable men to he prepared to
carry out their part of the bargain, as we
are now prepared to carry out ours. The
advantages of this railway to the whole
of t'he Commonwealth, to the State, to
the coastal parts, and not less to the
goldfields, are all* most unmistakable,
and I need not labour the point; but I
desire to point out that, at all events, the
charge, sometimes brought up, of the
coastal districts favouring their own
interests at the expense of the goldfields,
can no longer he alleged, for of all the
parlties to benefit by this undertalking the
goldields people will stand at the bead.

MEMBiER: What about Fremantle?
HoN. J. W. HACKETT: Freman tie

will gain to some extent, but largely it is
appendant to the course of legislation
adopted by the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment; and I am afraid the service of the
railway to Fremantle and her interests
will be discounted by the unhappy spirit
that seems to prevail in the Federal 'Var-
liamnent, fostered by a gentleman whose
name I 'will not mention at this moment.

HON. G. ILANDELL: Sir Malcolm
McEacharn ?

Honq. J. W. HACOKETT: No; l am
not talking of Sir Mfalcolm McEacharn.
I am talking of a gentleman who is
anxious that South Australia shall extract
all the honey from the flower, but who
will not do justice to the Commonwealth
as a whole-a gentleman who gave his

word to this State. I would point out
that Clause 4 is absolutely essential in
the interests of this State. Mr. Drew
urged nothing against it except that it
would cost two million pounds, and. that
there were other public works calling for
attention in Western Australia. We all
agree 'with those two positions he took
up. The broad-gauge linewill cost two
million pounds, but I venture to say no
expenditure of two millions in the State
of Western Australia could be more for
its benefit than these two millions to
construct a broad-gauge railway from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie.

Sint E. H. WITTENoosi: I am not so
sure of that.

HOx. J. W. HACKETT: The hon,
gentleman has theNorthern constituencies
in view, and, has a right to challenge my
statements.

SIn E. H. WrrmwNOOM: You will have
my reasons.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: We will
have them in good time. I desire to
point oit that the construction of this
broad-gauge line to Kalgoorlie is abso-
lutely necessary in the financial interests
of the State. If the Trans-Australian
Railway is constructed, it is necessary
that this section to Kalgoorlie should be
under the control and remain in the pos-
session of the State Government. The
idea always present to my mind, and I
believe I am speaking correctly, is that
the railway authorities are unanimous
that the means of communication between
Perth and Fremantle and the goldfelds
must be increased. They have laid it down
as an axiom which cannot be disputed,
that the present St t. Gin, gauge line,
while it can carry on in a sort of way
the business between the two places, does
so on what would be a loss if we had
another pair of rails to quadruple the
mean s of di sposin g of the traiffic. I bel ieve
that is absolutely assured. 'Whether we
are to agree to this 'Bill or not, the
question of providing a farther pair of
rails to Kalgoorlie will shortly come
up for the consideration of the Partia-
ment of this State. That is the ground
on which I pin my faith to the fact that
this section of 350 miles should be, as
soon as possible (and I am going outside
the Bill now and following the lead
of my hon. f riend) taken in hand by this

IState. If the hon. gentleman will con-
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eider the question for one moment, the
section of our railway system which runs
from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie is, -as all
know, the best paying. There are those
who insist that it is one of the few paying
lines, but, at all events, it is the most
profitable. The next most profitable
section of our rail ways is the suburban
traffic between Midland Junction and
Premantle. Should we take away these
two sources of income from our railway
system and hand them, over to the
Federal Government, those resources
which include not only the main line
traffic, passenger and cargo, between
Fremantle and Kalgoorlie, hut also the
suburban traffic in and around Kal-
goorlie and the suburban traffic in the
metropolitan district, such a hole would
be made in the income of the Railway
Department that the utmost difficulty
would be experienced in carrying on at a
profit the 'business of the State. What
would be the result? It is -worth while
for Mr. Drew and the other gentlemen
interested in the agricultural industry of
the State to consider the consequences.
The producers, and to some extent the
consumers, but particularly the pro-
ducers, would have the railway rates
raised on them in the other parts of the
system in order to pay for this magnifi-
cent gift which, utterly unprovoked, we
should hand over to the Federal Parlia-
ment if Mr. Drew had his way. I will
fight that as long as possible. Let
us keep this paying s *ystemn in our
own hands, and enjoy its profits.
and develop as far as possible the corn-
mnunication between the coast and the
goldfields. It must be remembered that
once the Commonwealth Parliament got
in with a broad-gauge line of 4ft. 81,in.
between Kalgoorlie and Fremantle, it
would be to their manifest interest (and
they are not fools) to) mop up all the
trade they could, either in the suburban
districts around the capital and Eal-
goorlie or on the main line between Fre-
mantle and the goldfields. It is a point
that could be enlarged upon at very great
length, but I will only add one more
point to this aspect. of the question. We
must have a 4ft. 84in. gauge between the
goldfields and the capital, if it is only for
the time that will be saved-I need not
speak of the comfort-to those gentle-
men who travel on business between the

two places. At present it takes some-
thing like 17 hours to make the journey.
With a railway constructed on standard
gauge, with carriages to match, fitted
with all the comforts for sleeping and
for dining and for reading, and even with
baths, as are supplied on the pro-
gressive railvays of the world, and not
stopping more than absolutely necessary
on the road, probably at two or three
places, we will be able to negotiate the
distance between Fremantle and Kal-
goorlie in something like eight or nine
hours. That means that one can get into
a train at Kalgoorlie at 8 o'clock in the
morning and be at Perth at 5 o'clock in
the afternoon-a result which it is impos-
sible to achieve with a 8f t. Gin, gauge; so
it may even come to this, that we may
have to pull up the Oft. Gin, line, if we
can be capable of such stupidity, and
lay down a more serviceable line in its
place. Ify idea is that the present line
will be left there to serve all that traffic
which comes from the country or from
the North, and which must be carried
without transhipment, and that the 4ft.
8-fui. line will be employed for the
suburban traffic in the metropolitan and
Kalgoorlie districts, and for carrying
cargo between Fremantle and Kalgoorlie
and so on to the Trans-Australia
line. I do not think that I need
work at the matter longer. There is
so much to be said on this question,
and it is so grave a matter both to the
Oommonwealth and to the State, that. one
could speak for a. very long time on it.
But I would point out this general argu-
ment in favour of the railway that the
connection between Western Australia
and the Eastern States of the continent
is unique. It is such as is abhorrent to
our democratic and patriotic ideas. In
other words, the only means of communi-
cation between the two sides is at this
moment in the hands of private com-
panies, and not only therefore are we at
the mercy of the directors of these corn-
panies as regards rates and freights, but
we are absolutely at their mercy for the
very fact of intercourse taking place at
all. It is entirely in their power to pro-
hi bit any communication whatever, except
by telegraph, between the two sides of the
Oomnmonwealth. That is a state of
things that ought not to be tolerated,
and if Australia were a little more federal
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in spirit, as. we hope she will be in a few
years, it would not be listened to. We
may take it that a very few years hence
it will be the astonishment of the Corn-
iaonwealth that there should have been
any hesitation about this line, and still
greater will be the astonishment when it
is reflected that South Australia, the
State which of all1 others seems likely to
gain most by the construction of the rail-
way, was the principal obstacle. I have
the utmost pleasure in warmly support-
ing this great national and federal under-
taking.

Sip. E. H. WITTENOOM (North):
In saying a few words in connection with
this very important matter, I do not pro-
pose in any way to oppose the Bill; but
at the same time I may say I agree
to it very reluctantly indeed. And I
do so for one of the reasons adduced by
Mr. Drew, which is that the building of a
Trans-Australian Railway line was one of
the considerations held out why we
should join the Federation. Therefore,
it seenis an extraordinary thing that we
s4hould have to pay such a large sum of
money for joining the Federation. When
I uttered that slight interjection just
now, which seemed to excite my friend
here so much, I simply did so not in theway
of Opposing the Bill, but because it was
said the money was the best two million
pounds that could be spent in the State.
I do not agree with him in that matter.
Still, I think it is a necessary two million
pounds, and in my opinion the bon,
member need not have laboured the ques-
tion so much. I do not believe there is a
member in this House who will Oppose
the Bill, Everyone sees the utility Of
the measure. The only question is how
to get the railway constructed. It is
unfortunate that there will be a break of
gauge, which necessitates our building
this portion of it ourselves. It is per-
fectly correct I think, as Dr. Hackett
has said, that it will be impossible to run
the service with a Sft. Gin, gauge; there-
fore if we are to retain our own revenue
we must go to that expense. The two
points I wish to refer to are these. It
seems most unfair that we should be put
to such a large expense for building the
railway held out as an inducement to us
to join the Federation, and the next
objection is that we shall for s. long time
have a sum of money,, two million

ipounds, hanging over our heads like the
sword of Damocles, which will interfere
with every loan that is brought for-
ward. There is not the smallest doubt

ithat when we approach the London
market or any other to apply for money,
they will say. ' There is a Bill gone
forth1 i it is on the statutes of the country
that they are bound to pay two million
pounds as soon as the Federal Govern-
ment begin to build this railway?"

THE, COLONIAL SnoREARay: Two mil-
lions is an outside estimate.

SIx E. H. WITTENQOM: Approxi-
mately. A very large sum of money will
have to be paid, and it will be pointed
out that we have agreed to that, and we
can be made to pay it at a time when it
may be very inconvenient, and with this
over us I anL quite certain it will not be
so easy to borrow money. I only raise
mny voice now so that members shallI not
pass this Bill with their eyes shut. They
will see exactly the responsibility they are
incurring, and know that as soon as the
Federal Government desire to make this
railway, this State will he liable for an
additional two millions; and every person
who contemplates lending money to this
State will not forget it. With these few
remarks I may say that I also will sup-
port the Bill, but I do so reluctantly.

How. S. J. HAYNES (Southi-East): I
desire to say a few words on this impor-
tant measure, and in doing so I may say
at the start that I agree with what has
fallen from IMr. Drew with respect to the
suspension of the Standing Orders. I
think that a Bill like this should not be
rushed through, and that we should go
through the ordinary course. So far as
the Bill is concerned, I think it is the
desire of the vast majority of the people
of this State that this railwa~y should be
built. I hope that desire will some day
be realised. At the same time I do
not see that there is any great prospect
of having that great work constructed
in the near future. I intend to support
thle second reading of the Bill, although
I do not agree with portions thereof, at
least a portion-I refer amongst other
things to a portion of the preamble,
because I am of opinion that the state-
ment is hardly correct. The portion to
which I allude is this:- " And whereas,
on the faith of the early construction of
a railway to connect the Western and

Bill, secondreading.
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Eastern portions of the Commonwealth.
by means whereof they could enjoy the
full benefits of such union, the people of
Western Australia did agree to the said
Constitution, and to form part of the
Commonwealth." I submit that there
was really no agreement. Those who
were advocating Federation made certain
statements to the effect that by joining
Federation this great work would prob-
ably be undertaken; but I cannot see
how that is binding on the Common-
wealth. If it had been agreed in the way
that I would conclude that portion of the
preamble would mean, I say it ought to
hare been a compact at the time when we
entered Federation. It was simply per-
haps the wishes, the statements of those
on the bustings. I cannot see how that
would be binding on the majority of the
statesmen and politicians on the other
side. With respect to Clause 4 which
has been spoken about, in relation to this
State constructing the portion of the line
between Fremantle and Kalgoorlie, I
think that the objects of the line-one of
the chief objects at any rate-as has been
said, would be the defence of this part of
the Commonwealth, and therefore it is
eminently a national or Commonwealth
work. therefore I think that the Com-
monwealth should bear the expense of
that line. But notwithstanding that, I
can see perfectly clearly that if the Com-
monwealth have the control of that portion
of the line running from Kalgoorlie to
Fremantle it may affect our railways in
the national aspect, and so seriously that
it would perhaps pay us better to build
that portion of the line and retain control
of it. Whilst saying so, we have also to
consider our representatives in the Coin-
monwealth Parliament, and they no
doubt are perfectly well aware, or will
be ais well aware as we are ourselves,
that this portion of the line at any rate
for some -years to come will be a paying
portion; and it seems to me that although
it is put in the Bill as an evidence that
we are serious in the matter, it may be
argued in the Commonwealth Parliament
that there is really nothing in the offer,
and that we are sticking to the place
where the whole of the traffic is. As
regards the other portion of the Common-
wealth line, even from the reports it will
for some years to come be a very serious
loss; and having regard to the difficulty of

Australia borrowing. I think it will be
some considerable time before the con-
struction of the line, or the authorisation
of it, is attacked by the Commonwealth
body. In addition to that we have very
serious opposition by a sister State. I
trust that opposition at any rate will be
speedily withdrawn, and that South Aus-
tralia also will pass an Enabling Bill as
we are doing, so that the Commonwealth
can find no excuse for not constructing
the line. Although I do not think this
line will be constructed for many years
to come; I can only hope that my views
are erroneous, and that the construction
of the line will meet with the approval of
and pass the Commonwealth Parliament,
and they will be satisfied that it is a, work
they are warranted in undertaking in the
interests of the Commonwealth at large.
Although there will be a serious loss for
some years to come, judging from the
reports, still we can only hope that as
time goes on it may be considerably
reduced, and perhaps be speedily turned
into a profit by reason of the develop-
nient that will take place owing to the
construction of the railway, through the
advantages of the auriferous country
there undoubtedly is on the way, and no
doubt a. large proportion of valuable
pastoral and probably agricultural country
which will be opened up. I shall cer-
tainly support the second reading of the
Bill, but I regret that a portion of the
preamble is inserted, because it will do us
more harm than good.

HoN. C. SOMMERS (North -East): I
desire to support the second reading of
this Bill. At the same time I regret the
necessity to incur this expenditure, know-
ing, as Mr. Drew has pointed out, that
there are so many works which are neces-
sary to be carried out in the near future,
and also bearing in mind the point which
Sir Edward Wittenoom has raised, that the
fact of our having authorised a line to
cost two millions may affect our borrowing
powers. On the other hand we must not
forget that a great deal of advantage will
accrue to the whole of the State from the
construction of this line, and therefore
although there are disadvantages in one
sense, I think the advantages so much
outweigh them that we shll1 be able to
congratulate ourselves in the long run if
we pass the Bill. I do not think there is
very much more that I can say in regard
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to the matter. As Dr. Hackett has
pointed out, it has been very thoroughly
brought before the country for some time
past, and we have heard what can be said
for and against it. I think that if we are
in earnest, we shall pass this Bill to con-
struct this portion of the line as soon as
the Commonwealth Government are pre-
pared to carry out their portion.

Hon. W. t . TJOTON (East): I desire
to say that I intend for my own part to
cordially support the Bill in its entirety.
We cannot forget that we have entered
the Commonwealth. We are part of it;
but until we get better communication
with the other parts of Australia we are
still out of it, and we are taken advantage
of in a great number of ways. With
regard to the financial aspect of the
question, the liability we have incurred of
a million and a half to two millions, I ama
not inclined to think, if we have to go
into the money market for other works,
it will be the bugbear that is pointed
out. The people who find the money will
not consider that we are pledged to a two
million loan until we apply for it. If we
go into the market for another purpose mn
the first instance, the loan for that purpose
will be the first consideration. The con-
sideration of the two million loan will be
a consideration when we apply for the
money, and not before. Objections are
raised by Mr. Drew with regard to the
difficulties that the northern people and
other people will labour under if we
have two gauges of railway. I am afraid
he has lost sight of the fact that we will
still have a Sit. Gin, gauge, and that there
will be no necessity for an interchange of
goods traffic. That gauge will be utilised
mainly for the carriage of goods, and
small trains will run on it, so there will
be no difficulty in that respect. I am
glad that it has dawned upon the Govern-
ment to realise it will soon be necessary,
independent of the question of the Trans-
Australian Railway, to give some improved

railway failities between here and the
gdflels This is absolutely necessary.

Private people know it, sand it has at last
forced itself on the view of the Govern-
ment. If that be the case, looking at it
practically in the interests of the State
itself it would be a very short-sighted
policy to al low a foreign power, I might
say, to come in and build a railway in
competition with our own, and to come

on these lines and take the whole of our
passenger traiffic and a large proportion
of the light goods traffic, leaving us out
in the cold. It would be the most short-
sighted policy that could be imagined.
On the other band, by constructing this
end ol the Trans-Australian Railway as
far as Kalgoorlie, we provide a, means
for all the traffic we have, and for an
increased traffic. The veryv fact that the
Trans-Australian Railway when com-
pleted will add to the traffic of our own
line and so increase our revenue, should
be an incentive to us in that respect. I
do not think it is necessary to labour the
question at any length. If one looks at
it from a federal point of view we have
nothing to say against it. If we look at
it from a narrow point of view, I could
myself point out in various ways where
it would militate against the local
interests of various portions of the State;
but we must lose sight of these for the
general good. It is for the general good
of Australia that this railway should be
constructed, and it is surely in the par-
ticular interests of this particular State;
and I cannot for the life of me see why it
is not for the interests of South Aus-
tralia. It must open up a lot more of
her country and give her facilities for
this market in a most direct way; and it
must suit the inhabitants of the gold-
fields right down to the ground. If they
want to journey to the East, they will be
able to get to Sydney in something like
80 to 36 hours, and with the broad
gauge from Fremantle to the goldfields,
as Dr. Hackett has pointed out, the time
will be reduced to about one half of
what it is at present. I have much plea-
sure in cordially supporting the second
realing of the Bill.

HoN. J. A. THOMSON (Central) : As
I pointed out in my speech on the
Address-in-reply, I think it doubtful
whether this Bill will be in the best
interests of the State as a whole. I
have, perhaps, very extreme views on
some points; but I am very conservative
on others. I am very careful wherever
the interests of the people at large are
at stake. I believe that this Bill
will be a very Serious matter indeed
if this House sees fit to pass it. It
authorises the Government to expend
something like £2,800,000. At least it
will be that amount if we are to let
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the present line of rails remain there and
con struot new earthworks costing £10,000
per mile. It may be a very light matter
for some hon. gentlemen to consider this
expenditure for a population of about
200,000 odd, but to my way of thinking
it is. a very serious mattter indeed.
especially in view of the source we have
of obtaining revenue for the State,
mostly through the custo~ms. The people
at large in this State would have to con-
tribute towards this extra, expenditure,
and I would ask bon. members just to
try and think whether we are likely, if
we do sanction this, extra expenditure, to
have an adequate return for it. Where
are we going to get extra revenueP It
may be said perhaps that the extra
traffic this Trans-Australian Rail-way will
bring will recoup us for. the extra, expen-
dituare; but in my opinion it will not
paty for munny years, not perhaps in the
lifetime of any hon. member. Much
has been made of the fact that if we do
not construct this broader gauge from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie, the only option
will be to allow the Federal Govern-
mnent to construct the Trans-Australian
Railway all the way to Fremantle; but I
canlnot see how that will appiy at all.
For many years, in fact ever since the
railways were constructed, there have been
two gauges on New South Wales and
Victorian railways. rerbaps there has
been some inconvenience, but there has
been no serious difficulty to overcome
there. Why should we, therefore, have
serious difficulties to overcome, if we
retain, at all events for a time, our
present system of railways, allowing the
Federal Government, when they see fit
to do it, which I hope and trust will be
in the early future, to have their railway
constructed and brought to connect
with our present system ? When we
are in a position to have the gauge
altered to run in connection with the
Trans-Australian Railway, it will be
wvell and good; but in my opinion we
ought to be very careful how we commit
the country to this extra expenditure. It
may seem a trifle, but in my opinion
there are other urgent works which
would be better in the interests of the
people at large in Western Australia,
than to institute an expenditure for what
is, in my opinion, an ideal. We have
good communication at the present time

on our railway system here, and I speak
with some knowledge. Our railway
system under the circumstances is aM
that can be desired, and I have met
hundreds and thousands who travel, and
at least hundreds who have travelled in
other parts, and they have nothing serious
to complain of regarding our railway
system. Why should we, in the interests
of a few people who want to make travel-
ling between here and Kalgoorlie a, little
more luxurious, commit the public at
large to this expenditure? It is the
public at large who have to -find the
money. It has been pointed out by
some members who spoke in support of
the Bill that if we do Dot have this broad
gauge constructed from Fremantle to
Kalgoerlie to connect the Trans-Australian
Railway, we will lose the earnings of the
most payable portion of the line; but
this cannot possibly follow. We can still
have the system that is in operation at
the present time. There is nothing to
compel us to hand it over to the Federal
Government. We may still have it,
and have its earnings, I hope that this
matter of expending such a huge sum of
money will receive the very full consider-
ation which it deserves, and which the
taxpayers at large in Western Australia
will expect us to give to the Bill.

Hon. E. MW. CLARKE (South-West):
Being a supporter of this Bill, I have
carefully listened to all1 the arguments
advanced against it, and I admire the
courage of those who have expressed
them; but at the same time I remain just
about the same as T was when they
started. It is recognised that very soon
a sum of money, I will not say how much,
has got to be placed on that Eastern
Goldields linie, either to replace it by a.
4ft. Sin, gauge or by building another
line. That being the case, it appears. to
me that we have to look upon this, not as
altogether a reproductive work, but as one
of those that must be performed in order
to protect our own industries in more
ways than one. I think it goes without
saying that we must face this matter in
order that wve mnay conserve our own
interests. We should have all the earn-
ings of this line, and have the control of
it, and I think that is quite sufficient to
justify some expenditure in this matter.
There is another question that has been
advanced against the Bill, and one which,
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I think, is very easily disposed of. It is
pointed out that the northern and
southern lines are narrow gauge, and
that -all goods coming from them will
have to be transferred into 4 feet 81, inch
trucks. Of this there need be no fear,
for all our rolling-stock could ruu
straight away to Kalgoorlie, notwith-
standing the wider gauge there. If we

are bound in that clause, or if we say we
are to find this amount of money, what-
ever it may be, I shall fall in with it.
We were induced to enter into Federation
because there would be that spirit of
trust, that federal spirit talked so much
about, by which we should help each
other and resolve ourselves into a sort of
mutual-advantage community, in which
we should all get fair play and look after
one another's interests. That, however,
has not altogether been carried out, but
by this Hill we show that we are willing
to do it at this end. Again, looking at
it from a business point of view, we are
willing to construct the railway and get
earnings from it. I do not see that there
is anything more to be said in favour of
this work, because it will be in our own
interest. It may not be a work of absolute
necessity at once, but in the near f uture we
must do it. That being the case, we
shall simply have done this to protect our
own interest. It is my intention to
support the Bill.

HoN. J. D. CONNOLLY (North-East):
It is not so much with the object of
supporting the second reading of this
Hill that I rise to make a few remarks,
as to express a hope that the House will
not suspend the Standing Orders and
pass this measure through as the Colonial

Secretary wishes. I have been always
opposed to the prinuciple of suspending
the Standing Orders unless a very good
and sufficient reason has been put forward.
This House is generally looked upon as
the House of revision, and to my mind
we should keep it so. There has not been
sufficient argument put forward to show
that we should on this occasion suspend
the Standing Orders. I approve of the
Bill generally. In fact I go so far as to
say it has my hearty support, and I anm
quite alive to the great good it will work
to Western Australia, and to the whole
of the Commonwealth. At the same
time I am quite at one with those mem-
bers who have expressed their objection to

Clause 4. To my mind Clause 4 is totally
unnecessary, and it should never have been
inserted in the Bill. That Clause commits
us-it may commit us next week-to a~n
expenditure of two millions. The Premier
estimates that work at two millions, and
I say that the clause, if it commits us to
anything, commits us to an expenditure
of at least two millions, for what in my
opinion will not -advance the building of
that Trans-Australian line by one week.
It is idle for members to talk about
giving away our best paving Lines. I
would draw their attention to the fact
that this is a, Bill authorising the con-
struction of aline from Kalgoorlieto South
Australia, and not from Fremnantle to
Kalg-oorlie. Therefore, how will the
Federal Government rob us of the traffic
which is at present carried on the
Eastern Goldfields line? I think there
is a great deal in what has been said by
Sir Edward Witteroom, that our inan-
ciers at borne will certainly remember
Clause 4 when we go for future loans;
they will remember that we are already
committed to a farther expenditure of
two millions, and there is not a shadow
of a doubt that it will have a very big
effect indeed on our future borrowing.
I maintain that this Clause 4 should
never have been inserted in the Bill. As
I have already said, it will not advance
the building of the Trans-Australian
line by one week. If we are to have a
duplication of the line from Fremantle to
Kalgoorlie, if it is necessary-and as I
said in my own motion regarding the
Esperance line last year, the present line
will not and does not adequately carry
the traffic, and it certainly will not
carry it all as we extend our lines up
North-if we are to have a duplication
of that line let us bring in a Bill for the
purpose and discuss it fairly and squarely,
and not hastily commit this country

simplyinetn aclueithsTa-
Australa ala il gi xrs
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measure rushed through. I trust that
the Committee stage will be postponed
for a day or two, and that members will
think and reflect upon that clause. The
sum of two millions is a great deal of
money for a country like ours, possessing
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a population of only a quarter of a.
million. I maintain that members will
do well to reflect on that clause. I most
certainly would support the striking out
of that clause in Committee, and I trust
that the Committee stage will stand over
at least for a few days until members
have f ully thought over the clause.

foxN. W. MALEY (South-East):
While I support the Bill, I find consider-
able fault with Clause 4. 1 was returned
to this Rouse pledged to support the
construction of a, railway to the Eastern
States, but I was not pledged to the con-
struction by the State of the first section
to Kalgoorlie, and I think thait at the
imimediate close of this Parliament it is
somewhat unwise for Parliament to take
into its hands the consitruction of so
great a proportion of the railway. Seeing
that the whole matter has once been
before the people for the construction of
the Trans-Australian line, I think it
would be only a fair thing to the electors,
our constitnepits, that we should leave
this Clause 4 to stand over and take
public opinion upon it before we involve
the country in an expenditure of some
millions of money. T believe that two
millions is a fair estimate of what that
portion of the railway will cost,
because it is not the construction of the
line alone, but rolling-stock and a lot of
expenses which we at the present time
may be unaware of. I think that if the
matter is put before the people and an
expression (of opinion is given, a separate
Bill which will embrace Clause 4 can be
brought before the House on the mandate
of the people who have to find the money.
as Mr. Thomson has very forcibly put it
to the House. As to the advisability at
some future time of the State construct-
ing the line from here to Kalgoorlie, I
ain very favourably impressed with the
proposition. I do not think it is a fai~r
thing to deal with it at the present
moment. I am anxious in the interests
of Western Australia, and more par-
ticularly for the sake of the goldfields,
Perth, and Fremantle, that this Trans-
Australian Railway shall he taken in
hand by the Federal Government at the
earliest possible date, and I see no par-
ticular reason yet why the raitway should
not be constructed by the Federal Gov-
ernment on some other route to the fields,
opening up fresh country. That is

another aspect which requires some con-
sideration. I think it is not reasonable
to try and rush this measure through the
Rouse in one sitting, and it is not paying
a :oniplimeut to the sense of the members
of this Chamber. I have pleasure in
supporting the second reading of the
Bill.

HON. T. F. 0. BRIMAGI (South'.: I
have very muchi pleasure in supporting
the Bill.- I was one of those induced to
rote for Federation, and I think that of
all the promises held out as to the ad van-
tages of joining the Oomwonwealth, the
one that was most prominent was that
we should soon be connected by rail with
the Eastern States. With regard to the
State owning part of the railway-that
part f rom here to Kalgoorli-I am rather
in favour of the Federal Government
owning all the main trunk lines from the
centres of the various States. I think
that if the Federal Government be any
Government stall1, or is to take anuy great
interest in the government of Australia,
me of their duties will be to take over

the main trunk lines to all the capitals of
Australia. Of course in the various
States there always will he, I think,
narrow gauges and cheap gauges and
cheap plants running into the interior.
I thought at the time I voted for Federa-
tion that part of the policy of the Federal
Government would be to take over the
main trunk lines to the various capitals.
There is no doubt that the Trans-Aus-
tralio" Railway will be a very expensive
affair. We have something under a
couple of hundred miles already con-
structed on at 5ft. Sin, gauge from Adelaide
to Terowie, and from Terowie to Port
Augusta, about 280 miles on a 3ft. Gin.
gauge;- we have also a 9ft. Gin, gauge
f rom Fremantle to Kalgoorlie. I am
somewhat in favour of a 8ft. 6in, gauge
line. I think it is the cheapest Line, and
the present running of the Kalgoorlie
express is not by any means a bad time;
we do now 282 miles in something like
161 hours. The Sydney express takes 17
hours, I think, to do 420 miles; so that
our aft. Gin, gauge line compares very
favourably with the 4ft. Sk1in. Anyhow,
that is a matter for engineers who have
studied the question to decide, and I
think they have decided on a 4ft. 84lin.
gauge. I have not read their report, but
I am wondering whether they have
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taken into consideration the fact that
there are a few hundred miles constructed
on a 6ft. Sin, gauge. The railways in
Victoria have been economically managed
on that gauge, and I think generally it
is admitted that a 5ft. 'din, gauge has a
steadier train than a 'lft. 84'iU. gauge,
whilst a 4ft. Sk1in. gauge has a steadier
train than a Mft. 6in. gauge. The oscil-
lation is not so bad. I am prepared to
support this measure. Members are well
aware that I represent a constituency
which was hoping that a. shorter route
than the one we have at present would
have been built long ago, that is a
railway from Kalgoorlie to Esperance
Bay. There is no doubt that we could
cut the journey in two now, if we had
a railway from Kalgoorlie to Esperance.
That would meet the ease I think at the
present time. If this Enabling Bill will
do anything towards it, I am willing to
support it, and I trust it will not be long
before the work is taken in hand.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.
Clause S-Power to take land:
HON. G. RANDELL: Was there any

particular reason why the land to a depth
of 200 feet should be given to the
Commonwealth.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
This was put in on the understanding
of a possibility Or probability perhaps
that mining Claims would be opened up
on the route of the line, and that it was
necessary to provide access underground
if required, from one side of the line to
the other.

Clause passed.
Clause 4-State to construct railway

from Kalgoorlie to Fremnantle:
How. J. 1W. DREW moved that pro-

gress be reported.
Motion (progress) put, and a division

taken with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

... .. ...

... .. ... 15

Majority against ... 10

AYS.
Hon. J. D. Connolly
Hon. J. . Drew
Ho.. J. A. Thomson
Son. Sir Edward Witte-

noo0W
Ron. W. MNey (Toure).

NOES.
Ho. T. F.O0. Brimag
Ron: . lF. Clarke
Hon. J. W. Hackett
Hon. 3. 3. Hay."s
Hon. A. 0. Jenkins
Hon. W. Kingifil
Ho.. Z. Lane
Ho.. R. Larie
Ho.. W. T. Loton
Ho.. B. C. O'Brien
Ho.. G. Randoll
Hon. SirOG. Shenton
Hon. C. somores
Hon. 3. W. Wright
Ron. F. TM. Stone (Teller).

Motion thus negatived.
SIR E. H. WITTENOOM: The

motion had been supported in order that
the public might have a chance to learn
the arguments used on the second reading,
and to have before them clearly the
result of this obligation to expend two
millions. It was said that the matter
had been fully discussed from every point
of view; but he had seen no discussion as to
the result of the State mortgaging itself
to the extent of two millions of money
for five years. He might be excused for
dealing with this subject because he had
had to deal with the late incubus of a
two and a-half millions loan for the Cool-
gardie Water Scheme hanging over the
State. That money had to be provided,
and when every loan was placed on the
market a sinkinig fund of 3 per cent. had
to be provided for. We might have to
go on the market at an inconvenient time
and have to pay a large commission and
percentage for getting the money.

Tni OOLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Bill had been public property for about
a fortnight, and was accurately fore-
shadowed in the Governor's Speech, so
that the public had had ample oppor-
tunity of expressing an opinion on the
matter. With regard to the urgency of
the Bill , it was necessary to have a vote
for the survey of the line placed on the
Federal Estimates, which would be con-
sidered. in a few days.

SIR E. H. WITTENoom: That had not
been previously mentioned.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Hon.
members should put the Bill through
as quickl'v as possible.buat he would not ask
that the Standing Orders be suspended.
With regard to the incubus hanging over
the State, that incubus would bang over
whether the clause was put in the Hill or
not. There was no doubt whatever that
increased transport facilities would have
to be given to Kalgoorlie before the
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Federal Government built the Trans-
Australian line.

HON. J. D. CONNOLLY: That could be
dealt with by itself.

TEE COLONIAL SElCRETARY: It
should be included in this Bill for
several cogent reasons. Western Aus-
tralia pointed out, by the presence of the
clause in the Bill, that she was ready to
bear her share of the burden by con-
structing part of the Trans-Australian
line. Whether the clause appeared in
the Bill or not, a very large sum of
money would have to be spent before
long on the Eastern Goldfields line. The
inclusion of the clause would be well
considered by the other States.

HoN. J. D). CONNOLLY: Progress
should have been reported in order that
the public might have more time to
consider this very important clause, which
to his mind was totally unnecessary? It
was necessary to duplicate the line to
Kalgoorlie, but a separate Bill could
have been brought forward for that pur-
pose, so that the work might have been
discussed thoroughly. He would sup
port striking out the clause. It was ile
for the Colonial Secretary to say that it
was absolutely necessary it should appear
in the Bill. From Brisbane to Adelaide
there were already three breaks of gauge.
Had it ever been add uced that the Federal
Government would not build the line
unless there was one gauge from Adelaide
to Fremantle? There was no reason why
there should not be a break of gauge at
Kalgoorlie, as there was at the other end
of the proposed line.

Tnn COLONIAL SEcRETARY: What
would the bon. member say to the speed
on the latter portion of the railway ?

HON. J. D). CONNOLLY: In Queens-
land, at the Eastern termination of a
Trans-Australian line there was a narrow-
gauge line. Trains ran at less speed
there than they did in Western Australia.
The clause would not advance the build-
ing of the line one tittle. It might be
necessary to have a broad-gauge line to
Kalgoorlie to cope with the traffic, but a
separate Bill should be brought in for
that work. Only last year, when it was
thought wise to cope with the traffic to
the Eastern Goldfields, it was deemed
necessary to build another line, and the
House, by a large majority, had passed a
resolution in favour of the construction

of a line from Esperance to Kalgoorlie,
so as to deal with the goldfields traffic.
This clause committed the country to
the expenditure of the money. it
might commit us in a fortnight's time,
if the Government liked to introduce a
Bill. The clause said "not later than
the time when the Cornmonwealth Par-
liament commences." Not later, but how
much earlier might it be? This clause
was nothing more nor less than an
authorisation to build another railway
from Fremautle to Kalgoorlie.

RON. B3. 0. O'BRIEN: It was gener-
ally accepted by all members that we
ought to do what we possibly could to
advance the construction of the Trans-
Australian Railway. If we accepted
that, we also wanted to make the line on
as perfect a system as we could, and if
we were to have the up-to-date Trams-
Australian Railway which would be neces-
sary we should have the same gauge
throughout, including that portion of it
from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie. It had
been pointed out that in the other States
there were different gauges. That was
perfectly ti-ne, but those different Stateswould like to wipe out the different
gauges and have a uniform gauge
throughout. The question of improving
the present system fr-om Fremantle to
Kalgoorlie had been spoken about long
since, and he thought that if the question
arose to-morrow, as to whether or not the
line from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie should
be duplicated, the cry would be im-
mediately raised, " Widen the gauge."
A wide gauge was an absolute necessity.
Again, the reason that this was included
in the Bill was to show our bona fides to
the people of the other side, and that on
the commencement of the Trans-Austra-
lian Railway by the Federal Parliament
we ourselves ;would do our share and
make it uniform, and not have a beautiful
wide gauge to Kalgoorlie and then have
a narrow gauge here. The provision
was a very necessary one, and he would
give it his hearty support.

RON. 3. MW. DREW said he regretted
that the Minister opposed the motion to
report progress, which he considered was
made in the best interests of the country,
to enable the people of this State and
ay member of this Parliament to
thoroughly consider the clause.
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How. W. MALEY: In the division
which had taken place all were acting in
what they considered the best interests
of the State. He agreed with a good
deal which had fallen from the Minister,
but he could not agree that because
this subject bad been some months
before the country, the country would be
satisfied if this House passed the measure
through in one sitting. There were
many people in this country who looked
to the Upper House to protect them in
these matters, and he ventured to say
the public were not unanimous about
this clause. He believed there were many
people in this State who were expecting
and hoping that the Council would cer-
tainly have the clause excised. The
delay of a few days would give the
country time to express an opinion. He
was, notwithstanding the very good
reasons the Minister had given, very
sorry the hon. gentleman did not agree
to progress being reported.

How. J. W. HACKE'IT: The Com-
mittee felt that the minority were acting
from a sense of conviction that they
were working in the interests of the
country in dividing the Committee on
the motion that progress be reported.
The vast majority of another place, and
the vast majority of the community at
large, accepted the proposition that it
was necessary to keep) the connection
between Kalgoorlie and Fremantle and
the suburban traffic in the hands of the
State. We absolutely relied upon those
railways to make the railway system pay.
If we were satisfied on that point,
everybody would know in London as
well as here that we should have to
borrow money to make that connection.
Therefore the strictly honest thing for
us to do was to put it in the fore-
front that we realised that this involved
an expenditure to the extent of two
millions, flow would it look if we
struck out the clause and then went to
London for the next loan, not for this
purpose but for some other, and ex-
plained that the country was not com-
mitted to anything. Would they not
refer to these dlebates ?' Would they not
ask, " Is it not a fact that you intend to
construct this section yourselves ?" and
for good reasons we should have to admit
it. They would simply ask, " Why was i
struck out of the Bill in the Legislative

Council ?" It was necessary that this
should be in the Bill.

How. J. A. THOMSON: Dr. Hackett
had conceded the point that members who
took the same stand as he (Mr. Thomson)
had taken were honest in their convic-
tions. Those members conceded that the
other members who had taken an 01)-
posite view were also sincere. Still, he
was unconvinced that this clause was
necessary. Members might just as well
try to convince him that it was neces-
sary for the Queensland Government to
have their system of railways widened
when the New South Wales railways
were extended to the Queenslaind border.
The traffic between Brisbane and Sydney
must be many times greater than we
could possibly expect the traffic on the
Trans-Australian Railway to be, and
surely if they were content in Queens-
land to have a Sft. 6in, gauge in connec-
tion with the New South Wales railways,
and also if in Victoria they were content
to have a different gauge from what there
was in New South Wales, it would be
sufficient for us to to be content with the
railway system we had at the present
time. If the population of this State
continued to increase as it had done in
the past, and it was proved to the Gov-
ernment then and the people at large
that in the interests of this State it was
necessar 'y to have this system made
uniform with the Trans -Australian
system, then it would be time to have
this alteration. He bad no doubt what-
ever that the Trans-Australian Railway
would be a great benefit to Western Aus-
tralia; but there were many other things
which would be of great benefit. We k new
very well th at in many outlying parts of the
State it would be of great benefit to
people if they could have railway corn-
munication, but the circumstances of the
case did not justify the people at large of
the State in giving any sanction to rail-
way communication with certain outlying
parts. The same would apply to a better
system of communication with the gold-
fields. But we must consider whether
we were in a position to incur this
enormous expenditure. The Colonial
Secretary had pointed out that if we
passed this Bill with the clause included
it would show the people at large of the
Commonwealth that we were in earnest
in our endeavour to have this railway
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constructed; but he (Mr Thomson)
did not think it was necessary to have
the clause at all. The people of the
Cornmonweatth knew we were anxious to
have this direct communication, and he
took it that they were also anxious that
there should be direct communication by
land between Western Au stralitand South
Australia, but they could not in justice
expect that we were going to do what it
was proposed we should by this clause.
The Bill in itself was right, and he sup-
ported it with all his heart, but he
objected to this clause, and he hoped that
the members present would assist in
having farther consideration of it, and
would not have it passed now.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 5-agreed to.
Clause 6-Act to cease in certain

events:
Haow. J. M. 'DREW moved that the

word "five" be struck out and "1three"
inserted in lieu. Five years would be a
long time for this contingent liability to
be hanging over our heads, and three
years would be ample for the Federal
Parliamnent to come to a determination on
this question.

Tntc COLONIAL SECRETARY said
he did not intend to accept the amendment.
The reason which Mr. Drew had given
did not appear to him to carry very much
weight. Supposing we struck this word
"1five" out and inserted " three," it would
mean that in three years even more than
now we should re-enact this measure with
the same Clause 6 in it, and he did not see
that anyvthing was to be gained by
reducing the term of five years. Thbe
term originally proposed was 10 years,
and it had been reduced to five, which he
thought was quite a short enough period
to give the Federal Government a chance
of initiating the construction. of this line
before re-enacting the Bill.

Amendment negatived, and the clause
passed.

Preamble, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 6-21 o'clock,

until the next day.

Lgi0Iatibs qlszembtp.
Wednesday, 23rd September, 1.908.
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Tat SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

FETITION-Dia. HEUNGERFORD.
MaP. YELVERTON presented a petition

from Dr. L. Mf. Hungerford, recently Resi-
dent Magistrate at, Busselton, relating to
his retirement from the public service.

Petition received, and ordered to he
printed.

QUESTION-ADVERTISING IN ENGLISH
NEWSPAPERS.

Mn. TAYLOR, for Mr. O'Connor,
asked the Treasurer: i, The names of
the English papers in which advertise-
ments were inserted. 2, The amount
paid for each paper. 3, Why the Gov-
erment ceased these advertisements.
4, Whether they propose to permanentl 'y
discontinue them. 5, Whether they are
aware that Canada is advertising all over
England, and consequently absorbing all
the agricultural emigrants.

THR TREASURER replied: iand z,
Answers £64 per annum, Tilbits £950,
Pearson's Weekly £40 16s., Christian
Herald £58 10s., Lloyd's Newspaper
£566 17s. 6d., Reynold's Newspaper
£39, British Weekly £16 19s., Farm,
Field, and Fireside £62, Australian
Trading World £13, Christian World
£26, British Anstralasian-Advertise-
ment £100, British Australasian-Puh-
lishing Mining Statistics £150, Citizen
(current. 100; total, £2757 Is. 6d. per
annum. 3, To enable the question of
advertising to be thoroughly considered,
and the best means to emnploy for the
purpose. 4, The whole question. is to
receive conside-ration on return of the
Hon. Mr. Moss, who was empowered to
inquire fully into the matter. 5, The
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