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Tre PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by the Corontarn Secre-
rarY, leave of absence for ome month
waa granted to the Hon. M. L. Moss on
the ground of urgent private business.

UNIVERSITY ENDOWMENT BILL.

Introduced by the CovoNraL Srcee-
TaRY, and read a first time.

MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT APPLICA-
TION BILL.

Introduced by the Corowrar Srcre-
TARY, and read a first time.

PEARLSHELL FISHERY ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.
Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Assembly.

TRANS-AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY
ENABLING BILL.

BECOND READING.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. W. Kingsmill): In moving the
second reading of this Bill, one is dealing
with & question whose importance to thig
State for the last two years has rendered
the subject almost a household word. It
is difficult indeed to find anything new
to say on a subject which has engrossed
for so long a time the attention of all
persons having the welfare, prosperity,
aud progress of this State at heart.
Again, with regard to the Bill itself it is
not often we find a measure which con-
tains in itself, as part of itself such an
exposition of the reasons which have led
to its introduction. Members who have
read the preamble to this Bill will have
geen that it is concise and clear in form,
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which I think must appeal to them, con-

! taining the rveasons, locked at from every

point of view, that have actuated the
Governmeat in bringing down the
meagure. I say that the reasonas given in
the preamble are those which appeal to
the reader from a federal point of view.
That there are other reasons I think
nobody can gainsay. There are reasons
which appeal to us, not in the wider
senge ag citizens of the Australian Com-
monwealth, but it the somewhat narrower
and more restricted sense as citizens of
the State of Western Australia. I do
not think even the opponents of this
Bill, if there ure any in this Chamber,
will gainsay for a moment that a Trans-
Australian Railway can have anything
but the best of effects upon the pros-
perity of this State. In the frst place,
the reports which have been fornished to
the Government on the country through
which the proposed railway will run
show that there is a very large amount
of pastora) country, described as being
really first-class land, which will be
opened up and its settlement rendered
possible by the econstruction of this line.
Again, and this is far more important, I
do not think that anybody can gainsay
that an influx of population and the
better acquaintance with the resources
and inhabitants of Western Australia
which must ensue on the completion
of a line such as this, will have a
splendid effect upon the prosperity of
our State. We have suffered for many
vears past from the effects of isola-
tion. It is not good for a man to live
alone, and if it is bad for a man to
live alone, it is much worse for the
multiplication of men, the population
of aState; it is not good for a Stale to
occupy that unenviable position of
aloofness which Western Australia bas
occupied in the past, and from which she
is now slowly recovering. I think I
repeat the thoughts of all those who have
seen much of our State, when I say that
all we want to attract population is to be
known. We have had very many in-
stances of that lately, and I think perhaps
the best instance has heen the effect the
Federal visit paid here in January last
has already had. Anybody who apoke
to those gentlemen who came here for the
first time could not but be struck, in the
first place, with the lack of knowledge
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they possessed with regard to the re-
sources and prosperity of Western Aus-
tralia, and, in the second place, with the
agreeable surprise which those resources
and which our forward state of develop-
ment created in their minds. How much
greater then will the advantage be to us
when, instead of having to brave the
journey by sea (and sea journeys are, by
the majority of people, things that bave
to be braved), at any of the stations
from Brisbane to Adelaide it will be
possible for our neighbours to getaboard
a eomfortable train and travel in comfort
and speed to this land? T feel certain
that, with the influence it must have on
our industries, the most permanent and
one of the wost important of our
industries, that of land settlement, can-
not but be extremely profilable to us.
With regard to the subject we are dealing
with, members are aware, I presume, of
the history of this projeet. There is not,
then, very much need for me to touch
upon it at length. TLet it suffice to say
that Western Australia has, from the time
the project was first mentioned, been
ever ready to take her part of the burden
upon her own shoulders, and to do what-
ever it was possible to do towards making
this railway an accomplished fact. The
first important step that was taken, per-
haps the first practical step, was about
two and a half or three years ago when
it was decided to make the flying survey,
which was cowpleted, if T remember
rightly, about last May two years. 'That
flying survey is, I think, one of the com-
pletest of the kind wade in Australia,
and it rendered invaluable data for the
report which followed it, ahout the
prospects both from the eugineering
point of view and from the poiat of view
of the ultimate success or otherwise of
the railway as regards finances. ‘Touch-
ing on the report which is formulated
from the data obtained from that survey,
I cannot but think it is a great tribute
to the memory of our late Engineer-in-
Chief that, upon reconsideration of this
project by all the leading engineers of

Australia, in so many details they should
have been so cloge, with regard to the -
estimated cost of this railway, to the -

report which was prepared and laid before
Parliament by that [amented gentleman.
Now, with regard to the Bill itself I think
members will agree with me that it could
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not, have been made very much simpler.
What has to be set forth is set forth in a
very few words,and worde which are easily
understood. With regard to a point which
has been raised, and which affects Clanse
8-—the power to take land—it was
suggested that perhaps it would be well
in this Bill to invest the Commonwealth
with the power to acquire private lands
for the purpose of building this line. T
have made inquiry into this, and the
Premier informs me it would be better
if they acquired that power by their own
legislation. He says the process is
simple, and there could be no diffi.
culty about it whatever. T do not pro.
pose, therefore, to amend Clause 3 in
that direction, nor, according to the
advice of the Attorney General, is it
pecessary that it should be so amended.
In Clavse 4 we have provision made for
the construction by the State of Western
Australia, at a time coincident with the
construction of the Trans-Australian
Railway, of a line of the same gauge and
of the same description, running from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie. 1 would venture
to say that, whether or not the Trans-
Australian line is built within the five
vears which are mentioned in this Bill,
or started within the five years mentioned
in the Bill—it is the wish of the majority
of the inhabitants of Western Australia
that this should be so—there will un-
doubtedly be need before very long to
improve the transport facilities between
Fremantle and Kalgoorlie, both as regards
their carrying capacity and their rate of
gpeed. Already we are running between
Fremantle and Kalgoorlie a serviee
which I think may be ranked amongsi
the fastest Bft. 6in. gauge services in the
world ; but the traffic is constantly over-
taking the facilities, and we shall have to
face the proposition of improving those
facilities before very many more years
are over our heads; therefore, T think
that it is possible the Government may
have to take seriously into consideration
the question of constructing such a line
even before the inception of the Trans.
Australian Railway. Farthermore, the
appearance of this Bill will T presume,
have a stimulating effect in States other
than this, showing that we are willing to
bear, at all events, some share of this bur-
deo, and it will, I feel certain, act and

. be regarded as a guarantee of good
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faith on the part of Western Australia,
and an indication of a desire to keep

going that system of taking time by the |
forelock which has distinguished Western -

Australia with regard to this project ever
sinee it was firstintroduced. In Clause
6 will be found what I may describe as
the time limit of the operation of this
measure. I am sure that most members
at all events will be with me in wishing
that it will not be necessary for us to
re-epact this measare when the time
mentioned in Clause 6 has expired. I
cannot move the second reading without
putting on record the sense of gratitude
which I think this State owes to its repre-
gentatives in the Federal Parliament for
having worked so long and so ardunously
in endeavouring to make the Trans-Aus-
tralian Railway an accomplished fact.
Principally amongst the efforts put forth
we must recognise those of Sir John
Forrest; and although it may be some-
what out of place as a member of his
Cabinet for me to gay so, still T cannot
fail to recognise too the efforts which our
present Premier, both by tongue and
pen, bas made on bebalf of this Trans-
Australian line.

Hox. J. T. Growrey: Why did you
not bring in this Bill earlier ?

Tae Presounr: The hon. mewnber
raust not speak.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Bill was brought in as soon as it was con-
gidered that it would do the greatest
amount of good. Possibly if it had been

brought in last session the effect which -

the bringing in would have bad might
have worn off by this time. Now I
think is the opportune time for bringing
it in, and that fact 18 brought home to the
Government by the communications
which we have received from persons
in the TFederal Parliament. Tt is
necessary that the Bill should be
passed through as quickly as pos-
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and T have now very much pleasure in
moving that the Bill be read a second
time.

Hox. J. M. DREW (Central) : I shall
be much surprised if a measure of this
nature and of such importance is allowed
to pass through this Chamber with
lightning speed, as the Colonial Secre-
tary contemplates. If there is one
justification for the perpetuation of the
Legislative Council, it is that the Council
exists to check hasty legislation. I have
carefully considered the Bill, and come
to the conclusion, after looking through
other sources of information, that one of
its effects is to pledge the credit of this
State to the extent of two millions, I ask
why should this State undertake such an
obligation ? The Trans-Australian line
is purely a federal matter; it is a matter
of federal concern, and it ¢an be con-
structed by the Federal Government. It
was one of the fair promises made to this
Btate previous to our entering Federation
that this line should Le constructed by
the PFederal Government. We had a
promise from the South Australian Pre-
mier that, if we entered Federation, he
would allow the line to be counstructed
through South Australian territory; but
this promise, like many more I dare say,
remains unfulfilled, and I think this Ball
has been brought forward by tbe leaders
of the federal movement,or probably ithas
been accepted by ihe leaders of the federal
movement, in ordar to cover up the base
perjuries perpetrated during the federal
debate. It is Clause 4 which I object to.
I consider that clause is foolish and ill-
advised. Why should the Governwent
of this State at the present period make

. any guarantee in this direction ¥ Another

 finance this scheme.

sible, and I anticipate that if there is

not a very long debate upon it in this
House it will be possible to pass it
through all its stages to-day. I do not
think T need say any more on the subject,
seeing it has been present in the mingds of
memwbers for such a length of tine.
I have to commend the Bill to the House
a8 expressing as tersely and as concisely
ag possible the objects to be aimed at,

thing isthat the Colonia] Treasurer has
not informed us how he is going te
Where is be going
to get the money ¥ I think it is the duty
of the (tovernment, the duty of the
leader of thiz House, to give informa-
tion on a matter of this kind before

. introducing legislation which jnvolves the
- gountry in such a heavy Liability. It

has been stated that this railway is
needed for the defence of the Common-
wealth. That s a national matter, and
if it is needed for the defence of the
Commonwealth, the Commonwealth Pur-
liament should construct the line from
end to end. There are many other neces-
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gary works which should be undertaken
by the Government of this State before
they shoulder such a heavy burden as the
consiruction of a broad-gauge railway
from Fremantle to Kalgoorhe. There
are, for instance, the Port Hedland to
Marble Bar Railway, the Mount Magnet
to Lawlers Railway, the Leonors exten-
sion, the purchase of the Midland con-
cession, the Collie to Pingelly Railway,
and the dock at Fremantle. All these
are matters of far more importance than
the one under review, especially when we
have the right to demand from the Fede-
ral Government the construction of this
tine solely at their own expense. As
regards the alteration of the present
gauge, this will be a very serious matter
to the people of the country. What will
it mean? It will mean that the people
of the S8outh and the people of the North
who wish to send produce to the Kal-
goorlie goldfields will be severely penal-
ised. The stuff will have to come to
Perth or Midland Junction, and be put
on the Kalgoorlie train. This means a
heavy charge on the producer, and I
think the people of the country districts
will protest against an alteration of the
gauge on those grounds. It will entirely
dislocate our railway system, and I think
the Minister’s arguments have not been
of such a nature as to justify it. I do
not think this Bill, if passed in its pre-
sent form, even with a guarantee for the
construction of the line from Fremantle
to Kalgoorlie, will affect the position of
the South Australian Pailiameni. How
can our passing this measure and our
guaranteeing the construction of a broad.
gauge line from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle
influence them ? That argument, will not
weigh with them. They will consider
the matter from the point of view of their
own interests. We are offeriug a con-
sideration to the ¥ederal Government for
granting us this Commonwenlth line;
but I maintain that this consideration
was given by the people of Western
Australia. when they agreed to join the
Federation, and that should be quite
sufficient for the Federal Government.
Why should they require us to
come forward and expend money to
the amount of two millions in helping
on the construction of the federal lime?
I do not propose to say more on the
subject, but hope that the measure hefore
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us, and especially Clause 4, will be con-
sidered as carefully as possible.

[A pause ensued.]

Hon.J. W._.HACKETT (South-West):
I take it that the fairly obvious reluctanee
of the House to continue the debate may
be accepted as evidence of our agreement
with the views put forward by the repre-
sentative of the (Government in this
Chamber, and with the argument by
which he has supported his application
to the House to pass thiz Bill, and to
pass it as speedily as pessible. I do not
intend to inflict myself at any length on
the House, as the matter has been debated
in public, in our own Parlizsment and in
the Federal Parliament, on the platform
and in the Press, almost ad nguseam.
Everything to be said in fuvour of the
line has been said, and everything to be
said against it has also been urged.
With what effect? I think we may all
agree that the movement in favour
of the line has been gathering strength
day by day, and hss now obtained over-
whelming proportions, and is simply
blocked by the unhappy view of the
sister State (South Australia) as to the
effect this line may haye upon its interests.
In addition to the names the Colonial
Secretary bas mentioved, Sir John For-
rest and Mr. James—and I must heartily
agree with what he has said, especially of
what Mr. James has done, for he is doing
yeoman service in this matter—I think
we should not forget the services of our
own members in the Federal Parliament.

Hon. G. RanpELL: Some of them.

Hox. J. W. HACEKETT: I do not
think any member for this State has
indirectly opposed the line, so far as I
can gather. They have asserted them-
selves in the Federal Parliament, and a
number of them are at this moment
touring through South Australia in
order to bring thut State fo a better
idea of what this ratlway means to it,
and of the immense service it will
confer on that provinee. It iz almost
impossible to add anything in the least
degree novel to the arguments in favour
of this Bill. T rejoice that the measure
18 brought forward. It may be a little
late in the day, as Mr. Glowrey has
puinted out, but T cannot see any good
service that could have heen rendered by
an earlier introduction. It is now called
for, and being called for is immediately
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brought before the people of Western
Australia. I cannot say that all are
unanimous on the point, because Mr.
Drew will have a lurking doubt about
the matter; but I think the rest of the
Houee will agree with the utmost cordi-
ality to send this Bill on its course, as a
manifest of our belief in the righteous-
ness of our cause. It is evidence that
we intend to keep faith with the obliga-
tions we declared and have been declar-
ing for two or three years past, that the
State is prepared to assume with regard to
the Trans-Australian Railway ; evidence
that we, at all events, will in the most
emphatic manner show to the sister State
that the public pledges given by her
public men have sunk deep into the
hearts of the men of this State, and
evidence that, when we received those
assurances and largely because of them,
we accepted incorporation with the Com-
moenwealth, and trusted their public men
as honourable men to be prepared to
carry out their part of the hargain, as we
are now prepared to carry out ours. The
advantages of this railway to the whole
of the Commonwealth, to the State, to
the coastal parts, and nof less to the
goldfields, are all most unmistakable,
and I need not lahour the point; but I
desire to point out that, at all events, the
charge, sowmetimes brought up, of the
coastal districts favouring their own
interests at the expense of the goldfields,
can no longer be alleged, for of all the
parties to benefit by this undertaking the
goldfields people will stand at the head.

MeusEr: What about Fremantle?

How. J. W. HACKETT: Fremantle
will gaip to some extent, but largely it is
appendant to the course of legislation
adopted by the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment; and I am afraid the service of the
railway to Fremantle and her interests
will be discounted by the unhappy spirit
that seems to prevail in the Federal Par-
liament, fostered by a gentleman whose
name I will not mention at this moment.

Hox. & RarbpELL: Sir Malcolm
McEBacharn ?

Howx. J. W. HACKETT: No; Iam
not talking of 8ir Malecolin McEacharn.,
I am talking of a gentleman who is
anxious that South Australia shall extract

all the honey from the Hower, but who |
will not do justice to the Commonwealth |
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word to this State. I would point out
that Clause 4 is absolutely essential in
the ioterests of this State. Mr. Drew
urged nothing against it except that it
would cost two million pounds, and that
there were other public works calling for
attention in Western Australia. We all
agree with those two positions he took
up. The broad-gauge line will cost two
million pounds, but I venture to say no
expenditure of two millions in the State
of Western Australia could be more for
its Dbenefit than these two willions to
construct a broad-gauge railway from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie.

Sic E. H. WirrEvoon: I am not so
sure of that.

How., J. W, HACKETT: The hon.
gentleman hasthe Northern constituencies
in view, and hag a right to challenge my
statements.

Sir E. H. Wirrenoou : You will have
My reasons.

Hon. J. W. HACEETT: We will
have them in good time. I desire to
point out that the construction of this
broad-gauge line to Kalgoorlie is abso-
lutely necessary in the financial interests
of the State. If the Trans.Australian
Railway is counstructed, it is necessary
that this section to Kalgoorlie should be
under the control and remain in the pos.
session of the State Government. The
idea always present {0 my mind, and T
helieve I am speaking correctly, is that
the railway authorities are unanimous
that the weans of communication between
Perth and Fremantle and the goldfields
must beincreased. They have laid it down
as an axiom which cannot be disputed,
that the present 3ft. 6in. gauge line,
while it can carry on in a sort of way
the business botween the two places, does
so on what would be a loss if we had
another pair of rails to quadruple the
means of disposing of the traffic. Ibelieve
that is absolutely assured. Whether we
are to agree to this Bill or not, the
question of providing a farther pair of
rails to Kalgoorlie will shortly come
up for the consideration of the Parlia-
ment of this State. That is the ground
on which I pin my faith to the fact that
thin section of 350 miles should be, as
soon as possible (and 1 am going outside
the Bill now and following the lead
of my hon. friend) taken in hand by this

as a whole—a gentleman who gave his | State. 1f the hon. gentleman will con-
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sider the question for one moment, the
gection of our railway system which runs
from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie is, as all
know, the best paying. ~There are those
who insist that it 18 one of the few paying
lines, but, at all events, it is the most
profitable.  The next moat profitable
section of our railways is the suburban
traffic between Midland Junction and
Fremantle. Should we take away these
two sources of income from our railway
sysfem and hand them over to the
Federal Government, those resources
which include not only the main line
traffic, fFi.ssenger and curgo, between
Fremantle and Kaulgoorlie, but also the
suburban traffic in and around Kal-
goorlie and the suburban traffic in the
metropolitan district, such a hole would
be made in the income of the Railway
Department that the utmost difficulty
would be experienced in carrying on at a
profit the business of the State. What
would be the result? It is worth while
for Mr. Drew and the other genilemen
interested in the agricultural industry of
the State to consider the consequences.
The producers, and to some exfent the
consumers, but particularly the pro-
ducers, would have the railway rates
raised on them in the other parts of the
system in order to pay for this magnifi-
cent gift which, utterly unprovoked, we
should hand over to the Federal Parlia-
ment if Mr. Drew had his way., T will
fight that as long as possible. Let
ug keep this paying system in our
own hands, and enjoy its profits,
and develop as far as possible the com-
munication between the coast and the
goldfields. It must be remembered that
once the Commonwealth Parliament got
in with a broad.gauge live of 4ft. 8fin.
between Kalgoorlie and Fremantle, it
would be to their manifest interest (and
they are not fools) to mop up all the
trade they could, either in the suburban
districts around the capital and Kal-
goorlie or on the main line between Fre-
mantle and the goldfields. It is a point
that could be enlarged upon at very great
lengthk, but I will only add one more
point to this aspect of the question. We
must have a 4ft. 81in. gauge between the
goldfields and the capital, if it is only for
the time that will be saved—I need not
speak of the comfort—to those gentle-
men who travel on business between the
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two places, At present it takes some-
thing like 17 hours to make the journey.
With a railway constructed on standard
gauge, with carriages to match, fitted
with all the comforts for sleeping and
for dining and for reading, and even with
baths, as are supplied on the pro-
gressive railways of the world, and not
stopping more than absclutely necessary
on the road, probably at two or three
places, we will be able to negotiate the
distance between Fremantle and XKal-
goorlie in something like eight or nine
hours. That weans that one can getinto
a traip at Kalgoorlie at 8 o'clock in the
morning and be at Perth at 5 o'clock in
the afternoon-—a result which it is impos-
sible to achieve with a 8ft. 6in. gauge; so
it may even come to this, that we may
have to pull up the 3ft. §in. line, if we
can be capable of such stepidity, and
lay down a more serviceable line in its
place. My iden is that the present line
will be left, there to serve all that traffic
which comes from the country or from
the North, and which must be carried
without transhipment, and that the 4ft,
Biin. line will be employed for the
suburban traffic in the metropolitan and
Kalgoorlie districts, and for carrying
cargo between Fremantle and Kalgoorlie
and so on to the Trans-Australian
line. 1 do mnot think that I need
work at the matter longer. There is
so much to be said on this question,
and it is so grave a matter both to the
Commonwealth and to the State, that one
could speak for a very long time on it
But I would point out this general argu.-
ment in favour of the railway that the
connection between Western Australia
and the Eastern Stutes of the continent
is unique. It 1is such as is abhorrent to
our democratic and patriotic ideas. In
other words, the only means of communi.
cation between the twe sides is at this
moment in the hands of private com-
panies, and rot only therefore are we af
the mercy of the directors of these com-
panies as regards rates and freights, but
we are absolutely at their mercy for the
very fact of imtercourse taking place at
all. Tt is entirely in their power to pro-
hibit any communication whatever, except
by telegraph, between the two sides of the
Commonwealth. That is a state of
things that ought not to be tolerated,
and if Australia were a little more federal
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in spirit, as we hope she will be in a few | pounds, hanging over our heads like the

years, it would not be listened to. We

may take it that a very few years hence '
it will be the astonishment of the Com- |
monwealth that there should have been |

any hesitation about this line, and still
greater will be the astonishment when it
i1s reflected that South Anustralia, the
State which of all others seems likely to
gain most by the construction of the rail-
way, was the principal obstacle. I have
the utmost pleasure in warmly support-
ing this great national and federal under-
taking.

S8ir E. H WITTENOOM (North):
In saying a few words in connection with
this very important matter, I do not pro-
pose in any way to oppose the Bill; but
at the same time 1 may say I agree
to it very reluctantly indeed. And I
do so for one of the reasons adduced by
Mr. Drew, whick is that the building of a
Trans-Australian Railway line was one of
the considerations held out why we
should join the Federvation. Therefore,
it seems an extraordinary thing that we
should have to pay such a large sum of
money for joining the Federation. When
I uttered that slight interjection just
now, which seemed to excite my friend
here so much, 1 simply did so not inthe way
of opposing the Bill, but because it was
said the money was the best two million
pounds that could be spent in the State.
I do not agree with him in that matter.
Still, I think it is a necessary two million
pounds, and in my opinion the hon.
member need not have laboured the ques-
tion so much. I do not believe there isa
member in this House who will oppose
the Bill. Everyone sees the utility of
the measure. The only question is how
to get the railway counstructed. It is
unfortunate that there will be a break of
gauge, which necessitates our building
this portion of it ourselves. It is per-
fectly correct I think, as Dr. Hackett
has said, that it will be impossible to run
the service with a 3ft. 6in. gauge ; there-
fore if we are to retain our own revenue
we must go to that expense. The two
points I wish to refer to are these. It
seems rost unfair that we should be put
to such a large expense for building the
railway held out as an inducement to us
to join the Federation, and the next
objection is that we shall for a long time
have a sum of money, two million

sword of Damocles, which will interfere
with every loan that iz brought for-
ward. There is not the smallest doubt
that when we approach the London
market or any other to apply for money,
they will say: “There is a Bill gone
forth; it is on the statutes of the country
that they are bound to pay two million
pounds as soon as the Federal Govern-
ment begin to build this railway.”

Tae Covoniar Secrerary: Two mil-
lions is an outside estimate.

Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: Approxi-
mately. A very large sum of money will
have to be paid, and it will be pointed
out that we have agreed to that, and we
can be made to pay it at a time when it
may be verv inconvenient; and with this
over us I am quite certain it will not be
so easy to borrow money. I only raise
my voice now so that members shall not
pass this Bill with their eyes shut. They
will see exactly the responsibility they are
tncurring, and know that as socon as the
Federal (Government desire to make this
railway, this State will be liable for an
additional two millions ; and every person
who contemplates lending money to this
State will not forget it. With these few
remarks I may say that I also will sup-
port the Bill, but I do so reluctantly.

Hovw. 8. J. HAYNES (South-East): I
desire to say a few words on this impor-
tant measure, and in doing se I may say
at the start that I agree with what has
fallen from Mr. Drew with respect to the
suspension of the Standing Orders. I
think that a Bill like this should not be
rushed through, and that we should go
through the ordinary course. So far as
the Bill is concerned, I think it is the
desire of the vast majority of the people
of this State that this raillway should be
built. I hope that desire will some day
be realised. At the same time I do
not see that there is any great prospect
of having that great work constructed
in the near future. I intend to support
the second reading of the Bill, although
I do not agree with portions thereof, at
leust a portion—I refer amongst other
things to a portion of the preamble,
becanse I am of opinion that the state-
ment is hardly correct. The portion to
which I allude is this: “ And whereas,
on the faith of the early construction of
a railway to conmect the Western and
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Eastern portions of the Commonwealth,
by means wherecof they could enjoy the
full benefits of such umnion, the people of
Western Australia did agree to the said
Constitution, and to form part of the
Commonwealth.” I submit that there
was really no agreement. Those who
were advocating Federation made certain
statements to the effect that by joining
Federatiou this great work would prob-
ably be undertaken; but I cannot see
how that is binding on the Common-
wealth. If it had been agreed in the way
that I would conclude that portion of the
preamble would mean, I say it ought to
bave been a compact at the time when we
entered Federation. It was simply per-
haps the wishes, the statements of those
on the hustings. I cannot see how that
would be binding on the majority of the
statesmen and politicians on the other
side. With respect to Clause 4 which
has been spoken about, in relation to this
State constructing the portion of the line
between Fremantle and Kalgoorlie, I
think that the objects of the line—one of
the chief objects at any rate—as has been
sgid, would be the defence of this part of
the Commonwealth, and therefore it is
eminently a national or Commonwealth
work. Therefore T think that the Com-
monwealth should bear the expense of
that lire. But notwithstanding that, I
can see perfectly clearly that if the Com-
monwealth have the control of that portion
of the line running from Kalgoorlie to
Fremantle it may affect our railways in
the national aspect, and so seriously that
it would perhaps pay us better to build
that portion of the line and retain control
of it. Whilst saying so, we have also to
consider our representatives in the Com-
monwealth Parliament, and they no
doubt are perfectly well aware, or will
be as well aware as we are ourselves,
that thizs portion of the line at any rate
for some years to come will be a paying
portion ; and it seems to me thatalthough
it is put in the Bill as an evidence that
we are serious in the matter, it may be
argued in the Commonwealth Parliament
that there is really nothing in the offer,
and that we are sticking to the place
where the whole of the traffic is. As
regards the other portion of the Comwon-
wealth line, even from the reports it will
for some years to come be a very serious
loss ; and baving regard to the difficulty of

.
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Australia borrowing, 1 think it will be
gome considerable time before the con-
struction of the line, or the authorisation
of it, is attacked by the Commonwealth
body, In addition to that we have very
serions opposition by a sister State. I
trust that opposition at any rate will be
speedily withdrawn, and that South Aus-
tralia also will pass an Enabling Bill as
we are doing, so that the Commonwealth
can find uo excuse for not constructing
the line. Although T do not think this
line will be constructed for many years
to come; I can only hope that my views
are erroneous, and that the construction
of the line will meet with the approval of
and pass the Commonwealth Parliament,
and they will be satisfied that it is a work
they are warranted in undertaking in the
interests of the Comwmonwealth at large.
Althongh there will be a serious loss for
some years to come, judging from the
reports, still we can only hope that as
time goes on it may be considerably
reduced, and perhaps be speedily turned
into a profit by reason of the develop.
ment that will take place owing to the
construction of the railway, through the
advantages of the auriferous country
there undoubtedly is on the way, and no
doubt a large proportion of valuable
pastoral and probably agricultural country
which will be opened up. I shall eer-
tainly support the second reading of the
Bill, but I regret that a portion of the
preainble is inserted, because it will do us
more harm than good.

How. C. SOMMERS (North-East): I
desire to support the second reading of
this Bill. At the same time I regret the
necessity to incur this expenditure, know-
ing, as Mr. Drew has pointed out, that
there are so many works which are neces-
sary to be carried out in the near future,
and also bearing in mind the point which
Sir Bdward Wittenoom has raised, that the
fact of our having authoriged u line to
cost two millions may affect our borrowiag
powers. On the other hand we must not
forget that a great deal of advantage will
accrue to the whole of the State from the
construction of this line, and therefore
although there are disadvantages in one
sense, I think the advantages so much
outweigh them that we shall be able to
congratulate ourselves in the Iong run if
we pass the Bill. I do not think thereis
very much more that I can say in regard
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to the matter.
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As Dr. Hackett has ; on these lines and take the whole of vur

pointed out, it has been very thoroughly | passenger traffic and a large proportion

brought before the country for some time
past, and we have heard whatcan be said
for and against it. Tthink that if we are
in earnest, we ghall pass this Bill to con-
struet this portion of the line as soon as
the Commonwealth Government are pre-
pared to carry out their portion.

Hor. W. T. LOTON (East): I desire
1o say that I intend for my own part to
cordially support the Bill in its entirety.
We cannot forget that we have entered
the Commonwealth. We are part of it;
but until we get better communication
with the other parts of Australia we are
still out of it, and we are taken advantage
of in a great number of ways. With
regard to the financial aspect of the
question, the liability we have incurred of
a million and a half to two millions, I am
not inclined to think, if we have to go
into the money market for other works,
it will be the bugbear that is pointed
out. The pecple who find the money will
not consider that we are pledged to a two
million loan until we apply for it. If we
go into the market for another purposein
the first instance, the loan for that purpose
will be the first consideration. The con-
sideration of the two million loan will be
a consideration when we apply for the
money, and not; before, Objections are
raised by Mr. Drew with regard to the
difficulties that the northern people and
other people will labour under if we
have two gauges of railway. I am afraid
he has lost sight of the fact that we will
atill have a 8ft. 6in. gauge, and that there
will be no necessity for an interchange of
goods trafic. That gauge will be utilised
mainly for the carriage of goods, and
small trains will run on it, so there will
be no difficulty in that respect. I am
glad that it has dawned upon the Govern-
went to realise it will soon be necessary,
independent of the question of the Trans-
Australian Railway, to give some improved
railway facilities between here and the
goldfields. This is absolutely necessary.
Private people know it, and it has at last
forced itself on the view of the Govern-
ment. If that be the case, looking at it
practically in the interests of the State
itself it would be a very short-sighted
policy to allow a foreign power, I might
say, to come in and build a railway in
competition with our own, and to come

of the light yoods traffic, leaving us out
in the cold. It would be the most short-
sighted policy that could be imagined.
On the other band, by constructing this
end of the Trans-Australian Railway as
far as Kalgoorlie, we provide & means
for all the traffic we have, and for an
increased traffic. The very fact that the
Trans-Australian Railway when com-
pleted will add to the traffic of our own
line und =0 increxse our revenue, should
be an tncentive to us in that respect. I
do not think it is necessary to labour the
question at any length. If one looks at
it from a federal point of view we have
nothing to say against it.  If we look at
it from a narrow point of view, T could
myself point out in various ways where
it would militate against the local
interests of various portions of the State;
but we must lose sight of these for the
general good. It is for the general guod
of Australia that this railway should be
constructed, and it is surely in the par-
ticular interests of this particular State;
and I cennot for the life of me see why it
1s not for the interests of South Aus-
tralia. It must open up a lot more of
her country and give her facilities for
this market in a most direct way; aad it
must suit the inhabitants of the gold.-
fields right down to the ground. If they
want to journey to the Bast, they will be
able to get to Sydney in something like
30 to 36 hours, and with the broad
gauge from Fremantle to the goldfields,
as Dr. Hackett has pointed out, the time
will be reduced to wbout one half of
what it is at present. I have much plea-
sure in cordially supporting the second
reading of the Bill.

How. J. A. THOMSON (Central) : As
I pointed out in my speech un the
Address-in-reply, I think it doubtful
whether this Bill will be in the best
interests of the State as a whole. I
have, perhaps, very esitreme views on
some points; but I am very conservative
on others. I am very caveful wherever
the interests of the people at large are
at stake. I believe that this Bill
will be a very serious matter indeed
if this House sees fit to pass it. It
authorises the Government to expend
something like £2,800,000. At least it
will be that amount if we arve to let
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the present line of rails remain there and ' on our railway system here, and I speak

construct new earthworks costing £10,000
per mile. It may be a very light matter
for some hon. gentlemen to consider this
expenditure for a population of about
200,000 odd, but to my way of thinking
it ie a very gerious matter indeed,
especially in view of the source we have
of obtaining revenue for the State,
mostly through the customs. The people
at large in this State would have to con-
tribute towards this extra expenditure,
and [ would ask hon. members just to
try and think whether we are likely, if
we do sanction this extra expenditure, to
have an adequate return for it.  Where
are we going to get extra revenue? Tt
may be said perbaps that the extra
trafic this Trans-Australian Railway will
bring will recoup us for the extra expen-
diture; but in my opinion it will not
pay for many years, not perhaps in the
lifetime of any hon. member. Much
has been made of the fact that if we do
not construct this broader gauge from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie, the only option
will be to allow the Federal Govern-
ment to construct the Trans-Australian
Railway all the way to Fremantle; but I
cannot. see how that will apply at all
For many years, in fact ever since the
railways were constructed, there have been
two gnuges on New South Wales and
Victorian railways. Perhaps there has
been some inconvenience, but thera has
been no serions difficulty to overcome
there.  'Why should we, therefore, have
serious difficulties to overcome, if we
retain, at all events for a time, oor
present system of railways, allowing the

Federal Government, when they see fit

to do it, which I hope and trust will be
in the early future, to have their railway
constructed and brought to connect
with our present system? When we
are in a position to bave the gauge
altered te run in concection with the
Trans-Australian Railway, it will be
well and good; bubt in my opinion we
ought to be very eareful how we commit
the country to this extra expenditure. It
may seem a trifle, but in wmy opinion
there are other urgent works which
would be better in the interests of the
people at large in Western Awustralia,
thun to institute an expenditure for what
ig, in my opinion, an ideal. We have
good communication at the present time

with some knowledge. Qur railwa
system under the circumnstances is aﬁ
that can be desired, and I have met
hundreds and thousands who travel, and
at least hundreds who have travelled in
other parts, und they have nothing serious
to complain of regarding our railway
system. Why should we,n the interests
of a few people who want to make travel-
ling between here and Kalgoorlie a liitle

. wore luxurious, commit the public at

large to this expenditure? It is the
public at lirge who have to find the
money. It has been poiuted out by
some members who spoke in support of
the Bill that if we do not have this broad
gauge constructed from Fremauntle to
Kalgoorlietoconnect the Trans- Australian
Railway, we will lose the earnings of the
most payable portion of the line; but
this cannot possibly follow. We van still
have the system that is in operation at
the present fime, There is nothing to
compel us to hand it over to the Federal
Government. We may stil have it,
and have its earnings. I hope that this
matter of expending such a huge sum of
money will reeeive the very full consider-
ation which it deserves, and which the
taxpayers at large in Western Australia
will expect ns to give to the Bill.

Hox. E. M. CLARKE (South-West) :
Being o supporter of this Bill, T have
varefully listened to all the arguments
swdvanced against it, and 1 admire the
courage of those who have expressed
them ; but at the same time I remain just
about the same as T was when they
started. It is recognised that very soon
a sum of money, I will not say how much,
has got to be placed on that Eastern
Goldfields liue, either to replace il by a
4ft. 8Bin. gauge or by building another
line. That being the case, it appears to
me that we have to look upon this, not as
altogether a reproductive work, but as one
of those that must be performed in order
to protect our own industries in more
ways than one. [ think it goes without
saying that we must face this matter in
order that we may comserve our own
interests. We should have all the earn-
ings of this line, and have the control of
i, and I think that is quite sufficient to
justify some expenditure in this matter,
There is another question that bas been
advanced against the Bill, and one which,
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I think, is very easily disposed of. It ie
pointed out that the northern and
southern lines are parrow gauge, and
that all goods coming from them will
have to be transferred mnto 4 feet 83 inch
trucks. Of this there need be no fear,
for all our rolling-stock could ruu
straight away to Kalgoorlie, notwith-
standing the wider gange there. If we
are bound in that clause, orif we say we
are to find this amount of money, what-
ever it may be, I shall fall in with it.
We were induced to enter into Federation
because there would be that spirit of
trust, that federal spirit talked so much
about, by which we should help each
other and resolve ourselves into » sort of
mutual-advantage community, in which
we should all get fair play and look after
one another's interests. That, however,
has not altogether been carried out, but
by this Bill we show that we are willing
to do it at this end. Again, looking at
it from a business point of view, we are
willing to construct the railway and get
earnings from it. I do not see that there
ig anything more to be said in favour of
this work, because it will be In our own
interest. It may not bea work of absolute
necessity at once, but in the near future we
must do it. That being the case, we
shall simply have done thiz to protect our
own interest. Tt is my intention to
support the Bill.

Hox.J. D. CONNOLLY (North-East):
It is not so0 much with the object of
supporting the second reading of this
Bill that T rise to make a few remarks,
a8 to express a hape that the House will
not suspend the Standing Orders and
pass this measure through as the Colonial
Secretary wishes. 1 have been always
opposed to the principle of suspending
the Standing Orders unless a very good
and sufficient reason has been put forward.
This House is generally looked upon as
the House of revision, and t¢ my mind
we should keep itso. There has not been
sufficient argument put forward to show
that we should on this occasion suspend
the Standing Orders. I approve of the
Bill generally. In fact I go so far as to
say it has my hearty support, and I am
quite alive to the great good it will work
to Western Australia, and to the whole
of the Comwmonwealth, At the sawe
time I am quite at one with those mem-
bers who have expressed their objection to
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Clause 4. To my mind Clause 4 is totally
unnecessary, and 1t should never have been
inserted in the Bill. That Clause commits
us—it may commit us next week—to an
expenditure of two millions. The Premier
estimates that work at two millions, and
I suy that the clause, if it commits us to
anything, commits us to an expenditure
of at least two millions, for what in my
opinion will not advance the building of
that Trans-Australian line by one week.
It is idle for members to talk about
giving away our best paving lines. I
would draw their attention to the fact
that this is a Bill authorising the con-
struction of a.line from Kalgoorlieto South
Australia, and not from Fremantle to
Kalgoorlie.  Therefore, how will the
Federal Government rob us of the traffic
which is at present carried on the
Eustern Goldfields line? I think there
is a great deal in what has been said by
Sir Edward Wittenoom, that our finan-
ciers at home will certainly remember
Clause 4 when we go for future loans;
they will remember that we are already
committed to a farther expenditure of
two millions, and there is not a shadow
of a doubt that it will have a very big
effect indeed on our future borrowing.
I maintaio that this Clause 4 should
never have been inserted in the Bill. As
I have already said, it will not advance
the building of the Trans-Australian
line by one week. If we are to havea
duplication of the line from Fremantle to
Kalgoorkie, if it is necessary—and as I
said in my own motion regarding the
EsEera.uce line last year, the present line
will not and does not udequately carry
the traffic, and it certainly will not
carry it all as we extend our lines up
North—if we are to have a duplication
of that line let us bring in a Bill for the
purpose and discuss it fairly and squarely,
and not hastily commit this country
to the expenditure of two millions by
simply inserting a clause in this Trans-
Australian Railway Bill. I againexzpress
a hope that the House will not support
the Minister in his desire to have the
Standing Orders suspended and this
measure rushed through. I trust that
the Committee stage will be postponed
for a day or two, and that members will
think and reflect upon that clause. The
sum of two millions is a great deal of
money for a country like ours, possessing
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a population of only a quarter of a
million. T maintain that members will
do well to reflect on that clause. I most
cerlainly would support the striking out
of that clause in Committee, and I frust
that the Committee stage will stand over
at least for a few days until members
have fully thought over the clause.

How. W. MALEY (South-East):
While T support the Bill, I find consider-
able fault with Clause 4. I was returned
to this House pledged to support the
construction of a ruilway to the Eastero
States, but I was not pledged to the con-
struction by the State of the first section
to Kalgoorlie, and I think thdt at the
imiedrate close of this Parliament it is
somewhat nowise for Parliament to take
into its hands the construction of so
great a proportion of the railway. Seeing
that the whole matter has once been
before the people for the construction of
the Trans-Australian line, T think it
would be only a fair thing to the electors,
our constituepts, that we should leave
this Clause 4 to stand over and take
public opinion upon it before we involve
the country in an expenditure of some
millions of money. I believe that two
millions is a fair estimate of what that
portion of the railway will cost,
because it is not the construction of the
line alone, but rolling-stock and a lot of
expenses which we at the present time
may be unaware of. T think that if the
matter is put before the people and un
expression of opinion is given, a separate
Bil! which will embrace Clause 4 can be
brought before the House on the mandate
of the people who have to find the money,
as Mr. Thomson has very forcibly put it
to the House. As to the advisability at
some future time of the State construct-
ing the line frow here to Kalgoorlie, I
am very favourably impressed with the
proposition, I do not think it is a fajr
thing to deal with it at the present
moment. T am anxzious in the interests
of Western Avustralia, and more par-
ticulurly for the sake of the goldfields,
Perth, and Fremantle, that this Trans-
Australisn ERailway shall be taken in
hand by the Federal Government at the
carliest possible date, and I see no par-
ticular reason yet why the railway should
not be constructed by the Federal Gov-
ernment on some other route to the fields,
opening up fresb country. That is
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another aspect which requires some con-
sideration. I think it is not veasonable
to try and rush this measure through the
House in one sitting, and it is not paying
a compliment to the sense of the members
of this Chamber. 1 have pleasure in
supporting the second reading of the
Bill.

Hon, T. . 0. BRIMAGHE (South}: I
have very much pleasure in supporting
the Bill. I was one of those induced to
vote for Federation, and I think that of
all the promises held out as to the advan-
tages of joining the Commonwealih, the
one that was most prominent was that
we should svon be connected by rail with
the Eastern States. With regard to the
State owning part of the raillway—that
part from here to Kalgoorlie—1I am rather
m favour of the Federal Government
owning all the main trunk lines from the
centres of the various States. I think
that if the Federal Government be any
Grovernment at all, or is to takeany greab
interest in the government of Australia,
one of their duties will be to take over
the main trunk lines to all the capitals of
Australia. Of course in the various
States there always will be, I think,
narrow gauges and cheap gauges and
cheap plants running into the interior,
I thought at the time I voted for Federa-
tion that part of the policy of the Federal
Government would be to take over the
main trunk lines to the various capitals.
There is no doubt that the Trans-Aus-
tralian Railway will be a very expensive
affair. We bhave something under a
couple of hundred miles already con-
structed on a 5ft. 3in. gauge from Adelaide
to Terowie, and from Terowie to Port
Augusta, about 280 miles on a 3ft. Gin.
gauge; we have also a 3ft. 6in. gauge
from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie. I am
somewhat in favour of a 3ft. 6in. gauvge
line. T think it is the cheapest iine, and
the present running of the Kalgoorlie
express is not by any means a bad time;
we do now 282 miles in something like
161 hours. The Sydney express takes 17
hours, I thiek, to do 420 wmiles; so that
our 3ft. 6in. gauge line compares very
favourably with the 4ft. 83in. Anyhow,
that is a matter for engineers who have
studied the question to decide, and I
think they have decided on a 4ft. 8lin.
gauge. I have not read their report, but
I am wondering whether they have
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taken into consideration the fact that
there are a few hundred miles constructed
on a 5ft. 3in. gauge. The railways in
Victoria have been economically managed
on that gauge, and I think generally it
is admitted that a 5ft. 3in. gauge has a
steadier train than a 4ft. 8iin. gauge,
whilst a 4ft. 8lin. gauge has a steadier
train than a 3ft. 6in. gauge. The oscil-
lation is not so bad. I am prepared to
support this measure. Members are weil
aware that I represent a constituency
which was hoping that a shorter route
than the one we have at present would
have been built long ago, that is a
railway from Kalgoorlie to Esperance
Bay. There is no doubt that we could
cut the journey in two now, if we had
a railway from Kalgoorlie to Hsperance.
That would meet the case I think at the
present time. If this Enabling Bill will
do anything towards it, I am willing to
suppott it, and T trust it will not be long
before the work is taken in hand.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.
Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—Power to take land -

Hon. G. RANDELL: Was there any
particular reason why the land to a depth
of 200 feet should be given to the
Commonwealth.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY:
This was put in on the understanding
of a possibility or probability perhaps
that mining claims would be opened up
on the roufe of the line, and that it was
necessary to provide nccess undergreund
if required, from one side of the line to
the other.

Clause passed.
Clause 4—State to construct railway
from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle :

How. J. M. DREW moved that pro-
gress be reported.

Motion (progress) put, and a division
taken with the following result:—

Ayes .. &
Noes .. 15
Majority against ... 10

Bill, in Committee.

AYES, No
Hon. J. D. Connolly
Hoan. J. M, Drew
Hon. J. 4. Thomson
Hor, 3ir Edward Witte-

non
Hon. W. Maley (Telier).

Hon. O. Sommers
Hon. J. W, Wright
Hon. F. M. Stone (Tellar).

Motion thus negatived.

Bir E. H WITTENOOM: The
motion had been supported in order that
the public might bave a chance to learn
the arguments used on the second reading,
and to have before them clearly the
result of this obligation to expend two
millions. Tt was said that the matter
hud been fully discussed from every point
of view; but he had seen no discussion asto
the result of the State mortgaging itself
to the extent of two millions of money
for five years. He might be excused for
dealing with this subject because he had
had to deal with the late incubus of a
twoand a-half millions loan for the Cool-
gardie Water Scheme hanging over the
State. That money bad to be provided,
and when every loan was placed on the
market a sinking fund of 3 per cent. had
to be provided for. We might have to
go on the market at an inconvenient time
and have to pay a large commission und
percentage for getting the money.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
Bill bad been public property for about
a fortnight, and was accurately fore-
shadowed in the Governor’s Speech, so
that the public bad had ample oppor-
tunity of expressing an opinion on the
matter, With regard to the urgency of
the Bill, it was necessary to have a vote
for the survey of the line placed on the
Federal Estimates, which would be con-
sidered in a few days.

Sz E. H. Wirrenoom : That bad not
been previvusly mentioned.

TeeCOLONIALSECRETARY: Hon,
members should put the Bill through
asquickly as possible, but he would not ask
that the Standing Orders be suspended.
‘With regard to the incubus banging over
the State, that incubus would hang over
whether the clause was put in the Bill or
not. There was no doubt whatever that
increased transport facilities would have
to be given to Kalgoorlie before the
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Federal Government built the Trans-
Australian line,

Hon. J. D. ConnorLLy: That conld be
dealt with by itself.

Tee COLONIAL SEORETARY: It
should be included in this Bill for
several cogent reasons, WWestern Aus-
tralia poiuted out, by the presence of the
clause in the Bill, that she was ready to
bear her share of the burdem by con-
structing part of the Trans.Australian
line. Whether the clause appeared in
the Bill or not, a very large sum of
money would bave to be spent before
long on the Eastern Goldfields line. The
inclusion of the clause would be well
considered by the other States.

How. J. D. CONNOLLY : Progress
should have been reported in order that
the public might have more time to
consider this very important clause, which
to his mind was totally unnecessary: It
was necessary to duplicate the line to
Kalgoorlie, but a separate Bill could
have been brought forward for that pur-
pose, so that the work might have been
discussed thoroughly. He would sup-
port striking out the clause. It was idle
for the Colonial Secretary to say that it
was absolutely necessary it should appear
in the Bill. From Brisbane to Adelaide
there were already three breaks of gange.
Had it ever been adduced that the Federal
Government would not build the line
unless there was one gange from Adelaide
to Fremantle? There was no reason why
there should not be a break of gauge at
Kalgoorlie, as there was at the other end
of the proposed line,

Tae CovoniaL SecRETaRY: What
would the hon. member say to the speed
on the latter portion of the railway ?

Hox. J. D. CONNOLLY : In Queens-
land, at the Fastern termination of a
Trans-Australian line there was a narrow-
gauge line. Trains ran at less speed
there than they did in Western Australia.
The ¢lause would not advence the build-
ing of the line one tittle. It wmight be
necessary to have a broad-gauge line to
Kalgoorlie to cope with the tradfic, but &
separate Bill should be brought in for
thut work. Only last year, when it was
thought wise to cope with the traffic to
the RKastern Goldfields, it was deemed
necessary to build another line, and the
House, by a large majority, bad passed a
resolution in favour of the comstruction

Bill, in Commitiee. 1165

of a line from Esperance to Kalgoorlie,
so as fto deal with the goldfields traffic.
This clause commisted the country to
the expenditure of the money. It
might commit us in a fortnight’s time,
if the Government liked to introduce a
Bill. The clause said "ot later than
the time when the Cowmonweslth Par-
liament commences.” Not later, but how
much earlier might it be? This clanse
was nothing more nor less than an
authorisation to build another railway
from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie,

How. B. C. O'BRIEN: Tt was gener-
ally accepted Ly all members that we
ought to do what we possibly could to
advance the construction of the Trans-
Agstralian Railway. If we accepted
that, we also wanted to make the line on
as perfect a system as we could, and if
we were to have the up-to-date Trans-
Australian Railway which would be neces-
sary we should have the same gauge
throughout, including that portion of it
fromm Fremantle to Kalgoorlie. It had
been pointed out that in the other States
there were different gauges. That was
perfectly true, but those different States
would like to wipe out the different
gauges and have a uniform gauge
throughout. The question of improving
the present systewn from Fremantle to
Kalgoorlie had been spoken about long
since, and he thought that if the question
arose to-morrow, as to whether or not the
hne from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie should
be duplicated, the c¢ry would be im-
mediately raised, ' Widen the gauge”
A wide gauge was an absolute necessity.
Agnin, the reason that this was included
in the Bill was to show our bona fides to
the people of the other side, and that on
the commencement of the Trans-Austra.
lian Railway by the Federal Parliament
we ourselves would do our share and
make it uniform, and not bave a beautiful
wide gauge to Kalgoorlie and then have
a narrow gauge here. The provision
wag a very pecessary one, and be would
give it his hearty support.

Hown. J. M. DREW szaid he regretted
that the Minister opposed the motion to
report progress, which be considered was
made in the best interests of the country,
to enable the people of this State and
any member of this Parliament to
thoroughly consider the clause.
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How. W. MALEY: In the division
which bad taken place all were acting in
what they considered the best interests
of the State. He agreed with a good
deal which had fallen from the Minister,
but he could not agree that because
this subject bad been some months
before the country, the country would be
satisfied if this House passed the measure
through in one sitting. There were
many people in this country who looked
to the Upper House to protect them in
these matters, and he ventured to say
the public were not unanimous about
this clause. He believed there were many
people in this State who were expecting
and hoping that the Council wounld cer-
tainly bave the clause exzcised. The
delay of a few days would give the
country time to express an opinion. He
was, notwithstanding the very good
reagsons the Minister had given, very
sorry the hon. gentleman did not agree
to progress being reported.

Hown. J. W, HACEKE'IT: The Com-
mittee felt that the minority were acting
from u sensc of conviction that they
were working in the interests of the
eountry in dividing the Committee on
the motion that progress be reported.
The vast inajority of avother place, and
the vast majority of the community at
large, accepted the proposition that it
was necessary to keep the connection
between Kalgoorlie and Fremantle and
the suburban traffic in the hands of the
State. We absolutely relied upon those
railways to make the railway svstem pay.
If we were satisied on that point,
everybedy would know in Loundoo as
well as here that we should have to
borrow money to make that conuection.
Therefore the strictly honest thing for
us to do was to put it in the fore-
front that we realised that this involved
an expenditure to the extent of two
millions. How would it look if we
struck out the clause and then went to
London for the next loan, not for this
purpose but for some other, and ex-
plained that the country was not com-
mitted to anything. Would they not
refer to these debates ¥ 'Would theynot
ask, *Is it not a fact that vou intend to
eonstruct this section yourselves " and
for good reasons we should have to admit
it. They would simply ask,  Why was it

struck out of the Bill in the Legislative |

Bill, in Committee.

Council ™ It was necessary that this
should be in the Bill.

Hown. J. A. THOMSON : Dr. Hackett
had conceded the point that members who
took the same stand as he (Mr. Thomson)
had taken were honest in their convie-
tions. Those members conceded that the
other members who bad taken an op-
posite view were also sincere. Still, he
was unconvinced that this clause was
necessary. Members might just as well
try to convince him that it was neces-
sary for the Queensland Government to
have their system of railways widened
when the New South Wales railways
were extended to the Queensland border.
The traffic between Brisbane and Sydney
must be many times greater than we
could possibly expect the traffic on the
Trans-Australian Railway to be, and
surely if they were content in Queens-
land to have a 3ft. 6in. gauge in connec-
tion with the New South Wales railways,
and also if in Victoria they were content
to have a different gauge from what there
was in New South Wales, it would be
sufficient for ua to to be content with the
railway system we had at the present
time. If the population of this State
continved to increase as it had done in
the past, and it was proved to the Gov-
ernment then and the people at large
that in theinterests of this State it was
necessury to have this system made
uniform with the Trans- Australian
system, then it would be time to have
this alteration. He bad no doubt what-
ever that the Trans-Australian Railway
would be a great benefit to Western Aus-
tralia; but there were many other things
which would be of great benefit. We knew
very well that in many outlying parts of the
State it would be of great benefit to
people if they could have railway com-
munication, but the eircumstances of the
case did not justify the people at large of
the State in giving any sanction to rail-
way communication with certain outlying
parts. The same would apply toa better
system of communication with the gold-
fields. But we must consider whether
we were in a position to incur this
enormous expenditure. The Colonial
Secretary had pointed out that if we
passed this Bill with the clause included
it would show the people at large of the
Commonwealth that we were in earnest
in our endeavour to have this railway
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constructed; but he (Mr Thomson)
did not think it was necessary to have
the clause at all. The people of the
Commonwealih knew we were anxious to
have this direct communication, and he
took it that ther were also anxious that
there should be direct communication by
land between Western Australiaand South
Awustralia, but they could not in justice
expect that we were going to do what it
was proposed we should by this clause.
The Bill in itself was right, and he sup-
ported it with all his heart, but he
objected to this clause, and he hoped that
the members present would assist in
baving farther comsideration of it, and
would not have it passed now.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 5—agreed to.

Clause 6—Act to cease in certain
events:

Hox. J. M. DREW moved that the
word *five” be struck out and ¢ three”
inserted in lien. Five yeurs would be a
long time for this contingent liability to
be hanging over our heads, and three
years would be ample for the Federal
Parliament to come to a determination on
this question.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY szid
be did notintend to accept the amendment.
The reason which Mr. Drew had given
did not uppear to him to carry very much
weight. Supposing we struck this word
“ five” out and inserted “three,” it would
mean that in three years even more than
now we should re-enact this measure with
the same Clause 6 in it, and he did not see
that anything was to be gained by
reducing the term of five years. The
terin onginally proposed was 10 yeurs,
and it bad been reduced to five, which he
thought was quite a short enough period
to give the Federal Government a chance
of initiating the construction of this line
before re-enacting the Bill.

Amendment negatived, and the clause
passed.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted. .

ADJOURNMENT,
The House adjourned at 621 o’clock,
until the next day.
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Tee SPEAKER took the Chair at
4:30 o’clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

PETITION—De. HUNGERFORD.
Me.YELVERTON presented a petition
from Dr. L. M. Hungerford, recently Resi-
dent Magistrate at Busselton, relating to
his retirement from the public service.
Petition received, and ordered to be
printed.

QUESTION—ADVERTISING IN ENGLISH
NEWSPAPERS.

Mz. TAYLOR, for Mr. O'Connor,
asked the Treasurer: 1, The names of
the Euglish papers in which advertise-
ments were inserted. 2, The amount
paid for each paper. 3, Why the Gov-
ernment ceased these advertisements.
4, Whether they propose to permanently
discontinue them. 5, Whether they are
aware that Canada is advertising all over
England, and consequently absorbing all
the agricultural emigrants.

Tee TREASURER replied: 1 and 2,
Answers £54 per annum, Tithite £50,
Peargon’s Weekly £40 16s., Christian
Herald £58 10s.,, Lloyd’'s Newspaper
£66 17s. 6d., Reynold’s Newspaper
£39, Brilish Weekly £16 18s.,, Farm,
Field, and Fireside £52, Australian
Trading World £13, Christinn World
£26, British Australasian—Advertise-
ment £100, British Australasian—Pub-
lishing Mirning Btatisties £150, Citizen
{current) £100; total, £757 ls. 6d. per
annum. 3, To enable the question of
advertising to be thoroughly considered,
and the best means to employ for the
purpose. 4, The whole question is to
receive consideration on return of the
Hon. Mr. Moss, who was empowered to
inquire fully into the matter, 3, The



